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MEETIVG

Monday 8" February at
7.30pm

All are warmly invited to come
along to share and discuss the
strengths and opportunities within
the life and work of Calder church.

Your views are important.

Tea and coffee will be served.
LOCHWINNOCH : CALDER

United Free Church of Scotland
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Minister's Letter

Dear Friends,

Paul writing to the Church in Rome shares a word of
challenge and encouragement when he says “Never be lacking in
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Rom
12: 11-12

The message is as appropriate to the congregation of
Calder Church at the end of 2010 as it was in first century Rome
in a small challenged church. We are aware of the struggle before
us in our God-given task of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and being a worshipping and serving people. Through 2010
we have been blessed in many ways and on numerous occasions
knowing that God has been with us.

Worship

It has been a pleasure to lead worship Sunday by Sunday
before a congregation who are attentive and keen to worship God.
Our musicians continue to encourage us to praise God and on a
few occasions we have been helped by the augmented choir and
the ABCs. Those who read the Bible and lead prayers contribute
to our services in a meaningful way. It is also good to have Moira
Frew, Nicky Kyle and Laura McKenzie ready and willing to take
services when I am away. The joint services, parades and Sunday
School Prizegiving and Nativity provide a rich variety of worship
opportunities.

Pastoral Care

The Pastoral Care group met during the year to look at
how its work can be expanded. There is a real need for volunteers
to help with visiting the housebound and those members resident
in Care Homes. We were pleased to welcome Nicky Kyle back to



the group and know he will be a great help in pastoral support.
Please consider giving an hour or so to this vital work.
Youth Work

Faithfulness is the word that immediately comes to mind
when I think of our youth work. In November the congregations
and community were able to give thanks for the faithful service of
Murray Lawrie on his retirement after 50 years as Captain of the
1** Lochwinnoch BB Company. Christine Murdoch asked our
youth leaders to stand if they had served for 10+ years, 20+, 30+,
40+, 50+. As we looked on we became increasingly aware of the
men and women who have given so much to share the Word of
God with generations of young people in the village. There is no
doubt that we need to pray constantly for the young folk and their
leaders.

Mission

In all that we do as a congregation we desire that men and
women, young and old will come to know Jesus Christ as their
Saviour and Lord. Whether we invite folk to a church service,
meeting, fellowship group, Summer Club or event we pray that
God will touch them and bless them. We continue to explore ways
of creating relaxed opportunities for people to ask questions and
learn more about faith and God. The congregation has continued
to support a number of mission and care organisations by
financial giving and prayer.

Spiritual Growth and Fellowship.

Food and fellowship is a common feature of life in Calder
Church. If you enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with biscuits and cakes
they are nearly always available. We provide a cooked breakfast
and even meals if you attend the Sunday Evening Fellowship,
Women’s Association, Men’s Breakfast or Food for Thought. The
food is accompanied by speakers, Bible Study and/or discussion
and the occasions are enjoyable and beneficial.



The numbers attending all of these groups have remained stable
over the past year. The opportunity for prayer is there every
Wednesday when our Church is open to all.

It is our prayer that we will worship and serve God with
increasing zeal and spiritual fervour in the year ahead.

Archie Ford

400™ Anniversary of the King James Bible

“And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.”
Luke 2:9 .

I'love “sore afraid” in this very expressive verse describing the
angel coming to the shepherds. I am sure those of us who grew up
with the King James or Authorised Version carry many such
wonderful verses in our minds. The words have become part of
our language and added to its richness:

e Fat of the land.

e The apple of his eye
e Flyin the ointment
e  Skin of his teeth

It was on the 2™ of May 1611 that the King James Version of the
Bible was first published. The Reformation had brought with it a
great desire that the Bible would be available to everyone in his
own language. Here was an English translation that would be
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printed and read by all who wanted to learn about God. The Bible
was no longer restricted by scarcity or language to Latin scholars
or priests.

Over the centuries it would be found in almost every home
in the land and would be read regularly in many. Burns image in
“The Cotter’s Saturday Night” is of the honest working man
sharing the Word of God with his family. A man who wanted his
whole family to hear it, learn it and grow by it. The nation turned
to the Bible for guidance and inspiration in how to live as a
community. Again the Bible provided what we would now call
sound bites:

e Straight and narrow

e Salt of the earth
e Turn the other cheek
® Go the second mile

Sunday by Sunday over this year we will include a reading from
the King James Version. This will allow us to enjoy its power and
poetry. We will also read from modern versions that provide
understanding and clarity. At home you may want to compare
them and allow the words to bless your lives.

Let us pray that every home will recover the desire to read
God’s Word and that the Bible will once again find a central place
in our lives, homes and land.

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
John 8:32

Archie.



Youth Visit from Southern Africa

In early August a group of young people will be visiting
Scotland. They will come from Botswana, Mozambique,
Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe and are all members of the
UCCSA (United Congregational Church of Southern Africa) who
are overseas partners of the United Free Church of Scotland.

A few years ago some of our young people went to
Southern Africa to help build an orphanage in KwaZulu Natal and
a playground for children who attend the Lephoi Centre for the
Blind in Botswana. This year the youth team from UCCSA are
coming on a reciprocal visit to help with some outreach
programmes here in Scotland. In these programmes the 12 young
folk from Africa will combine with 12 young people from United
Free Church congregations.

Part of the team will be in Lochwinnoch from the 7"- 14"
August to take part in our Annual Summer Club. It is planned that
the team will also lead work with the teenagers of the village. The
group consist of a number of musicians and singers and a concert
is planned to be led by the group on an evening. This is very
exciting and a great opportunity to share the Gospel with people
of all ages in Lochwinnoch.

We are looking for volunteers who would accommodate
one or two of the young people over the week. They are lovely
young folk and will be out and about much of the time. If you
could help with accommodation or would like to know more
please contact Archie Ford.(01505-842405)

Thanks in advance for your help and please continue to
pray for the whole visit.

Archie Ford



REPORTS.

KIRK SESSION REPORT
The Kirk Session continues to meet bi-monthly to discuss the
spiritual life of the congregation. During this past year we have
had many and varied discussion about working together with our
friends in the Parish Church, the progress and concerns in all the
organisations — mainly lack of leaders and many other issues. All
the youth groups have an annual visit from an elder from each of
the two churches. The elders report at their March meetings.
We hope the groups find these visits encouraging and we are
always available to support and help in any way we can. We
give thanks for the faithfulness of all those who work with our
young people.
It is encouraging from the Annual Statistical Return that numbers
attending the various groups and organisations remain fairly
stable. Many of these groups have been running for a number of
years and we are thankful for the faithfulness of those who
organise the meetings and for those who attend them.
A recent concern has been the number of adverts on television for
online gambling, in particular for Bingo. Our concern was
expressed to the Church and Society Committee who will be
discussing it at their February meeting and may decide to register
the concern as a denomination. In the meantime individuals can
express their concerns to Ofcom which is the regulating body for
television. The more individuals who contact Ofcom, the more
likely they are to take notice of what is being said. The contact
details are: ~ Ofcom

Riverside House

2a Southwark Bridge Road

London

SE 1 9HA

http://www.ofcom.org.uk
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If you feel, as we do, that this type of advert should have the same
tight controls as those for smoking and drinking and that they
should be proportionate and honest about the actual possibility of
winning, then please let them know.

We continue to give thanks for Archie and we work to support
him in any way we can. I’m sure, as a church, we all know that
we have a very valuable asset in our minister, not only for our
Church but for the village, but if you have read the Treasurer’s
Report we may not be in the same position in a few years time.

Please remember our minister, the Kirk Session, Committee of
Management and all the groups and organisations in your prayers

throughout the year.

Janie Andrew



COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

As in previous years this a summary of work carried out
throughout the year.

Church Grounds

Overhanging branches of the beech tree local to Lochlip road
were cut back to give clearance for road vehicles, work was
carried out by Mr. McIntyre and Mr .W. Arthur.

Overhanging branches of cherry trees at the front door of the
church were cut back, work was carried out by J. Mair.
Portacabin

Painted internally by W. Arthur and a new carpet laid down.
Church

Front doors of church were painted with wood sealer by R. Fulton
at no charge to the church.

Hall

All external windows and doors were painted, work was carried
out by R. Fulton.

Quinquenial Visitation

This took place in March and was conducted by the Rev. T.
Ireland and two elders. Several questions were asked regarding
the buildings and finances etc. We were able to give a satisfactory
answer.

Manse

The committee have been looking into the possibility of
upgrading and improving items in the manse. These will be
looked into and fully discussed at the Annual general Meeting to
be held on Monday 7" February at 7.30 in the church hall.

My grateful thanks goes out to all members of the committee for
the support they have given me and the work they carried out on
behalf of the church.

Ronnie Thomson (Preses)



EDUCATION GROUP

The Education Group promotes opportunities for the Christian
Education of the congregation and friends. The main focus for
the last 12 years is Food For Thought. It certainly doesn’t seem
possible that we have been meeting, eating and learning on the
last Monday of the month for all these years. We have had a
variety of topics discussed and many speakers returning to share
their knowledge with us on a number of sometimes tricky
subjects. I’m sure, when the speakers see our minister
approaching them with a list of subjects and dates, they know they
are in for some awkward and thorny issues.

Burnt Offerings, Men’s Breakfast, Evening Fellowship, Mission
Table at the Fete and Gala Day are all continuing. Thanks to
Julie Graham for her principal role in organising the Mission
Table and to Mark Brown for publicity materials.

The Group meets usually once a year (in June) to review and
discuss the various opportunities available for us to discuss and
share our faith — if you have any ideas for topics for Food for
Thought or would like to join our discussion — you’ll be made
very welcome

Janie Andrew



WORSHIP GROUP

Another year has passed and once again we would thank all those
who have given of their time to take part in the services on a
Sunday morning. Thank you to the musicians, readers and all who
are in the choir, which we now have on an occasional basis.

I was looking at the bible story of the creation of the world and
how God, after he had made everything, decreed that we should
have a day of rest in which to do no work, a day to gather together
to praise God and refresh our lives. As I think of my own life
nowadays, I realise that I have lost the ability to have a whole day
without doing something. I have less time to sit and reflect on
what God has done for me, to meet together with friends and
worship our maker, our saviour, our friend. I am so glad that on a
Sunday for at least an hour, I can leave the world at the door of
the church and concentrate on worshipping God with you all.
I think of the doxology, which goes as follows
"Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise him all creatures here below,

Praise him above ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost."

Join with us in 2011 in praising God. Help us as a group to assist
you in your hour of worship on a Sunday by letting us know of
hymns old and new that you would like us to include in the
service. If there is something in the scriptures that you would like
us to explore for you, again let us know. Either give us a note of
the hymn or topic, or speak to Archie, William or Moira about it
and we will see what can be done.
Thank you all once again for your assistance.

Moira Frew
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WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Over the past year we have had several very interesting speakers
covering a range of experiences in their lives, with Nan Morrow
in Kenya, Major Wing and the work of the Salvation Army, Rev
Maureen Leich and the Barrhead Churches Summer Club.

In August three of us visited the Glasgow City Mission's new
building. Then Ian McPhie from the Mission came and spoke of
the work they were doing in the city and how vital it is. The
Leprosy Mission also updated us on their work and brought a
Christmas Gift table with them in November.

Unfortunately the long awaited Carol Concert with the Salvation
Army never happened. The weather saw to that in December,
which was disappointing for all of us.

We have had a good attendance throughout the past year,
hopefully we can maintain this.

Also in the past year some of us have continued to attend the three
Presbyterial Rallies, of which I am Convener for the next two
years.

Ladies' Day at the General Assembly was attended by five of us,
and Mrs Graham continues to represent us at the weekend
Conference in October. I also serve on the Women's Home and
Overseas Committee which I feel is a great privilege.

So women still play a big part in the U.F. Church. We would
appreciate your prayers and support as we hope to continue in this

work.
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New members are always welcome, meetings are informal and
we have time for a cup of tea and a chat.

Elizabeth Martin
Secretary.

Fundraising Committee
Summer Fete

Our Summer Fete was held on Saturday 5ty une; The fantastic
sum of £1946 was raised which was the highest amount for a
good few years. A special thanks has to go to Linda Lewis and
Bill Thomson for their super Garden Stall which alone raised over
£450. It will be hard to follow that this year but we look forward
to June.

Christmas Favyre

Our Christmas Fayre was held on Saturday 20" November.
Mark's van was loaded up at the church and driven to the
McKillop Hall. It is always amazing to see how quickly the
tearoom and stalls are set up ready for customers. As usual the
stalls were loaded with donations and over the morning the
amount raised was £1395. Thanks to everyone for their help and
donations over the year, especially the craft group who made lots
of terrific items for selling on our stalls. We will let you know the
dates of this year's Fete and Fayre in the very near future. We are
always looking for new members and. anyone wishing to join us
would be made most welcome.

Irene Arthur.
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THE ABCs
We have twelve members at present.
During 2010 we spent a great deal of out time fundraising.

We raised £236.00 for Mary's Meals by organising the Mission
Service and having lunch afterwards. We repeated this in the
Parish Church a few weeks later and raised £180.00.

We also organised a "Bell Ringing Evening" and had supper
afterwards which raised £350.00 also for Mary's Meals.

In June we organised a Sponsored Walk around Millport in aid of
Breast Cancer Research and raised a total of £748.00.

As usual we organised the Watchnight service on Christmas Eve
something we enjoy doing very much.

As well as having our Sunday evening meetings which include
bible study and discussion, we have visited several churches
including Glasgow Cathedral and St George's Tron to experience
different forms of Christian worship. In November we visited
Clarkston Synagogue. We also attended the Praise Gathering
Concert at Glasgow City Hall in June.

We hope to visit other churches during this session.

We will be having a lunch of soup, rolls and homebaking after the
service for Mission Sunday on 27" February and hope the
congregation will be able to join us.

Thank you for your continued support.

13 The ABCs



SUNDAY SCHOOL

So what is Sunday school? Dictionaries vary:

A school, generally affiliated with a church, that offers
religious instruction for children on Sundays;

Sunday school, institution for instruction in religion and
morals, usually conducted in churches as part of the church
organization but sometimes maintained by other religious or
philanthropic bodies.

Said to be first started in 1780 by the English philanthropist
Robert Raikes it was primarily for poor children, who were taught
to read and to spell to enable them to read the Bible.

It’s changed! We are still here to teach the children about the
bible, but hopefully in a more relaxed and fun way.

We have 23 children in the Sunday school at present supported by
6 teachers and 2 young helpers. The younger ones, preschool and
P1 are taught in the portacabin behind Calder Church and
concentrate on the traditional bible story such as Moses and
Noah. The older ones meet in the Parish halls every Sunday,
where we run two groups split by age and use the Scripture Union
Light programme, using everything from games to role play to
teach and learn.

“Light equips children, young people and adults to know
Jesus Christ, to learn from God and to live boldly for him”

Part of church life is giving and the Sunday school is no
exception. We continue to support Babou Faye, our adopted
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child in Senegal. He continues to do well and we are truly
grateful for the support we get each year from both churches
through our Harvest Thanksgiving lunch which helps to provide
the £200pa we need to support him.

We also continue to support the UF Easter Scheme, this year
supporting Asia Link in North Korea. Again many thanks for the
additional support given by the Calder congregation in this.

The children really enjoyed leading the Nativity service at
Christmas time and enjoyed a traditional party following this. We
are looking forward now to 2011 and planning a trip to Bible
World in Edinburgh before the summer.

Finally, my annual plea. For over 230 years since Robert Raikes
first envisaged a Sunday school, churches have continued to
educate the young. This is a vital part of church life but for it to
continue we need new ideas, new faces and new teachers! Please
if you can spare some time, even one Sunday a month to assist,
contact us. Thank you.

Lynne Harley
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THE BOYS' BRIGADE

Many of the Boys in our Company come from families with little
or no connection with either Calder Church or the Parish Church
and this means that the work of the Boys’ Brigade is a vital part of
the mission work of the churches in Lochwinnoch.
There are around 50 Boys regularly attending on Tuesday nights
split across the 3 sections. For the first time this year the Anchor
Boys have accepted boys in Primary 1 and this resulted in a large
intake of new boys who hopefully will progress through the other
sections in the coming years. Boys stay in the Anchors whilst they
are in Primary 1, 2 and 3. The Junior Section caters for Boys in
Primary 4, 5 & 6 and then they move into the Company Section
from P7 onwards.
At Remembrance Sunday last November tribute was paid to
Murray Lawrie who stepped down after many years as Captain of
the Company. Murray Lawrie was made an Honorary Captain of
the Company which is a fitting tribute to a man who touched the
lives of hundreds of Lochwinnoch Boys over the years. It is only
as we have progressed through this session that we have realised
the many things that Murray carried out week by week which
were unseen and unknown to many of the BB staff.
Fortunately some new people agreed to join the staff and 9 BB
Staff from Lochwinnoch have completed Youth Leader Training
and working with under 5 year olds during the current session.
The Annual Display is planned for Friday 20™ May and
the McKillop Hall.
The object of the BB starts with ‘“The Advancement of Christ’s
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Kingdom amongst Boys’ and ends with ‘a true Christian
Manliness’. Over the years many young men have attained true
Christian manliness as a result of their years in the BB.

Please remember The Boys’ Brigade and in particular all the
leaders, existing and new, in your prayers, so that in the coming
years the Boys’ Brigade can truly say that we are advancing
Christ’s Kingdom amongst boys in the village of Lochwinnoch.

Mark Brown

For Badge work in session 2009/10 our Explorer Section (Primary
1-3) enjoyed exploring the theme "Bread" through Bible Stories,
making things with dough to learn new games. The Junior Section
were learning about stories Jesus told, making crafts from new
materials and junk, finding out about different ways to
communicate and playing team games. The Brigaders (Sec 1-5)
looked at the Christian calendar, people with special needs, how
to look after themselves and also had fun with different games.

In May our Explorers enjoyed a "Fun day" in Port Glasgow with
girls from all around this area. This was organised by GB
Scotland on a "Hawaiian" theme. The girls travelled by coach and
a super day was had by all.
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In June the juniors had their annual camp weekend in Ayr. As
usual the weather was mixed, but it does not keep us in and the
girls enjoyed swimming, shopping and all the various activities of
camp.

Some of our Brigaders are working for The Duke of Edinburgh
Award and there were expedition weekends at Muirshiel and
Perthshire for our Bronze girls and the area around Braemar for
our Gold. (4 days on the hills.) A few of the Brigaders also
enjoyed a trip to Alton Towers organised by GB Scotland and
attended by girls from all over the country.

Our congratulations go to Ami Oliver and Kirsten Holmes who
achieved their Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award and Chloe
Patterson the Millennium Volunteer Certificate for two hundred
hours.

We are now well into our new session and work is ongoing. At
the end of December we had on the register 21 Explorers, 26
Juniors and 14 Brigaders.

Margaret McKinlay.
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A TIME TO LAUGH.

In the Book of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament, chapter three
and in verse four, we are reminded that throughout life "there is a
time to weep and a time to laugh." The Bible also mentions in
more ways than one that while Christianity is a serious business, it
is not devoid of joy and laughter. And yet there was a time, not
completely at an end yet, when it was heresy to make a
congregation laugh despite the fact that the words joy and
laughter are closely related.

Some months ago, I was given an article that appeared in one of
our national newspapers. The article highlighted that some
churches in the North and West of Scotland were devoid of joyful
hymns and laughter. Religious people, especially those given to
over — earnestness, need to discover that while there is a
difference between being serious and being solemn, God wants us
to be serious but I don't know of any place in the Bible where God
commands us to be solemn, to have a miserable look.

Joy is the birthright of every believer, knowing that they are saved
because Jesus is their Lord and Saviour. Heaven will be their
eternal home, this should be a source of endless joy.

But there will be times when we will have cause to weep. Maybe
that is why God gave us tear ducts.

"A cheerful heart is good medicine " says Proverbs 17 verse 22

Nicky Kyle.

19



Love those Church Ladies.. They're Back! Those wonderful
Church Bulletins! Thank God for church ladies with typewriters.
These sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) actually appeared in
church bulletins or were announced in church services:

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon
tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale.. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your
husbands.

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all
the help they can get.
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Baptisms

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER

Mairead Monica Georgina Anderson

Zara Elizabeth Diver
New Members

Mr Andrew McKee
Mrs Kirsty Diver

Funerals

Mrs Margaret Longstaff
Mrs May Wright

Mr Ian Kennedy

Mrs Margaret McLeod
Mr James McKinlay

Mr Robert Currie

Mr Daniel Ferguson

Mr William Bishop

Mrs Margaret Rodger

Eastend
Bishopton

St Winnoch Road
Renfrew

Main Street
Harvey Terrace
High Street
Johnshill

Harvey Terrace
Calderpark Avenue
Dalry
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P

rovisional Diar Feb — June 2011
Sun 6" Feb Communion
Praise Service
Mon 7" Feb AGM
Saturday 26" Feb Men’s Breakfast
Sun 27" Feb Mission Sunday
Monday 28" Feb Food for Thought
Tues 1* Mar Women’s Association — Mr & Mrs W Graham
Fri 4™ Mar World Day of Prayer
Sun 6" Mar Praise Service
Mon 7" Mar Burnt Offerings
Mon 14™ Mar Managers
Mon 21* Mar Kirk Session
Saturday 26" Mar Men’s Breakfast
Mon 28" Mar Food for Thought
Sun 3" April Praise Service
Mon 4™ April Burnt Offerings
Tues 5™ April Women’s Association — Rev Maureen Leitch
Mon 9™ April Managers
Sun 17" April Palm Sunday
Mon 18" April Holy Week - Prayers
Tues 19" April Holy Week — Prayers
Wed 20™ April Holy Week - Prayers
Thurs 21" April Holy Week — Communion
Fri 22" April Good Friday — Joint Service
Sun 24™ April Easter Sunday — Early Morning Service @ 7.30 Lochside
owed by breakfast in the Church Hall
Sat 30™ April Men’s Breakfast
Sun 1* May Praise Service
Mon 2" May Burnt Offerings
Tues 3 May Women’s Assoc — AGM
Fri 6™ May Girls Brigade Display
Sun 8" May Anniversary Service
Mon 9™ May Managers
Mon 16" May Kirk Session
Fri 20" May Boys Brigade Display
Sat 28" May Men’s Breakfast
Sun 5" June Communion

Further details of the above events and others will be on the weekly Intimation Sheet /

Order of Service
22






