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MINISTER’S  LETTER 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this Newsletter finds you well.    It has been a challenging 
time for many folk in the village and in our congregation over the 
past few months.    It has been encouraging to see people in need 
being surrounded and supported in love.    Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness, care and support for the sick and bereaved.  
There are a number of people who would value a wee visit o 
some help.   If you can help please let me know. 
 
I was listening to a review of the newspapers on Radio Scotland 
when Fiona made the observation that everything seemed to be 
very gloomy.    There was little brightness on display.   Yet all 
around we encounter brightness. 
 
I  remember  sitting  at  a  friend’s  window at the top of the Kyles of 
Bute.    Before me was an unfolding sight of loveliness and 
beauty.    Clouds, hills, boats of varying sizes skipping along on 
the water, I could have sat there for hours uplifted and warmed. 
 
It is lovely to observe the antics of young children at play. 
Oblivious to danger they try the difficult with great persistence. 
With heart-in-mouth it is wonderful to see how they learn and 
develop.  
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As I said earlier it is heart-warming to witness the love and 
compassion of family and friends in the midst of pain, sadness 
and struggle. 
 
In a world too often divided it is a blessing to see reconciliation 
taking place in families, between friends, in congregations and 
even between former enemies. 
 
The Bible encourages us to look for the good.    Paul writing to the 
church  in  Philippi  “whatever  is  true,  whatever  is  noble,  whatever  is  
right, whatever is pure, whatever is admirable -  if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy -  think  about  such  things.”  Phil  4:8-9 
These are sound words of advice. 
 
However God does not stop there!  
 
Earlier in his lovely letter Paul points them and us to Jesus and to 
the Cross.    Here is a view of selfless love in the midst of violence 
and  darkness.  “…he  humbled  himself  and  became  obedient  to  
death- even death  on  a  cross.”  Phil  2:8  -    When we know that 
Jesus died for us, that we are forgiven and are at one with God- 
what a vision of Godly love illuminates our hearts and lives. 
  
And before us, what do we see? 
 
As I allude to in my personal reflection on Ronnie  Thomson’s  life,  
we who have put our trust in Jesus Christ can look ahead with 
assurance.    As Paul expresses it:  “But  our  citizenship  is  in  
heaven.  
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PROVISIONAL CALENDAR – June – September 2012 

  Date Day Information 

3rd June Sunday Communion 

7th – 9th 
June 

Thurs - Sat General Assembly - Perth 

18th June Monday Committee of Management 

16th June Saturday Summer Fete 

17th June Sunday Celebrations Service 

24th June Sunday 
Sunday School Prize Giving 
Joint Service in Parish Church 

30th June Saturday Men’s  Breakfast 

All July Sunday Joint services in Calder Church 

All August Sunday Joint Services in Parish Church 

6th – 10th 
August 

 Summer Club (to be confirmed) 

12th August Sunday Summer Club Service 

4th 
September 

Tuesday Boys Brigade 

5th  
September Wednesday Girls Brigade 

24th 
September 

Monday Food for Thought 

1st October Sunday Communion 
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CALDER CHURCH COOK BOOK 

We still have a few cook books left so if you are looking for a small gift 
for someone you are visiting or for a birthday present, why not purchase 
one and support the church. 

Books cost £6.99 each and are available every Sunday after the service.  
Speak to Marlene Kilday or Aileen Craig. 

 

EASTER BUNNIES 

The Easter Bunnies went down a treat with 
everyone and special thanks are extended to all 
who helped in any way either by knitting or making 
them up.  

Once again our sales woman did the trick and 
Marlene managed to sell over 200 bunnies 
raising a total of £360 for church funds. 

According to Sheila Gater – THERE WILL BE NOTHING NEXT YEAR!!    
We’ll  see. 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

The Coffee Morning held on 17 March in the church raised a total of 
£450.26 for church funds.  Many thanks to everyone who contributed in 
any way. 
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And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious  body.”  Phil  3:20-21 
 
Wonderfully, a different perspective from the usual review of the 
newspapers!  
 
 
Yours in the Lord 
 
Archie 
 
 
: 
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Summer Fete – Saturday 16th June 2 – 4pm 
Church garden if dry / McKillop hall if wet 

 

The Fundraising committee would be grateful for donations for the 
following stalls:  Baking, soft goods / toiletries, groceries, £1, 
bottles (non alcoholic), arts & crafts, Diamond Jubilee Table 
(items to be red, white or blue), plant stall.   Good quality second 
hand jewellery, handbags, accessories, cds, books, dvds (no 
videos or cassettes) bric a brac ( no electrical or large items) toys 
and games. 

We are desperately short of helpers to work on various stalls and 
to help in the tearoom.   If, as we hope, the weather is good and 
we are in the garden we need even more help to organise games 
etc.   Please consider helping us this year, we need your help to 
run a successful event.   Please let Irene Arthur, Sheila Gater or 
anyone at the church door know if you can help. 

New Stalls:  the Fundraising committee are always looking for 
new ideas for the fete.   If you have knowledge of anything 
different and you would be willing to organise the stall, please 
speak to Irene Arthur.   We will give you any help and support you 
need. 

 

The Church hall will be open on Wednesday 13th June from 7.30 
– 8.30 to receive donations 

 
The Fundraising Committee 
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The Church is open every Wednesday evening 
from 6.30 – 7.30pm for prayer and 

meditation. 
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Ronnie Thomson 
 
 

Since our last Newsletter we have sadly lost a number of well-
loved members of our fellowship.   Among that list is the name of 
the unique character that was Ronnie Thomson.   The church is 
much quieter now.   We are no longer confronted by his loud 
words  of  “greeting”  or  banter.   Our  meetings  lack  Ronnie’s  
uncanny ability to make us laugh and exasperate at the same 
time.    We no longer require to visit places of business twice -  
the second occasion to apologise.  How we miss him! 
 
Ronnie  came  to  Calder  Church  in  the  1960’s  with  his  first  wife  
Myra.    They had been very much involved in Partick U.F.Church 
and Ronnie would ever be ready to tell us if we were straying from 
Partick’s  correct  ways.    He was soon involved in the life of our 
congregation as a Manager and Elder.   These were roles he 
undertook faithfully for over 40 years.    Ronnie served for 31 
years as Preses (Chairman of the Committee of Management) 
and these past 20 plus years since his retirement he threw 
himself into the maintenance of church and manse.    He was 
tireless and determined in his efforts and was the scourge of 
tradesmen and council officials alike.  
 
Ronnie was not always good with names and a council 
receptionist once struggled to locate Mr McLuskie.    Ronnie was 
actually looking for a Mr Waslavski.   
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Ronnie and Bill Holmes undertook a long list of remedial work  - 
everything from pointing all the perimeter walls to maintaining and 
winding the clock.    At home he would spend his evenings 
conjuring wild or sensible plans.    The following morning he 
would be on the phone to enlist our thoughts or efforts.    Three 
very loud rings of the doorbell heralded his arrival and he was 
always early. I once erased a General Assembly report by 
mistake with the shock of his noisy arrival. 
 
Ronnie was incredibly generous with his time and his car.    If 
anyone needed to go to hospital or the airport even in the early 
hours of the morning he was there.    However, the journey could 
often be something of a white-knuckle drive.    I suppose that is 
why many of us never felt the need to visit places like Alton 
Towers!  
 
As I said at his funeral,  Ronnie was a faithful visitor to 
housebound members, friends and family.    He was often a tonic 
to those who were low in spirits.    If people had been to Calder 
Church even once they would ask for Ronnie. 
  
Ronnie faced his last illness with the same fortitude he had shown 
in the face of the illnesses and deaths of wives Myra and 
Maureen.    In his last months he was ready to meet face-to-face 
the Lord in whom he trusted.    As Ronnie put it to his faithful 
Consultant -  “I  am  ready  to  meet  my  Maker.” 
  
What an experience and blessing to have known him.   
 
What a man! 
 
Archie Ford 
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But it was soldier lads who`d carried up the corpses from the 
crash 

over the carpet of bleak white. 
They`d placed them, gentle-like 

and tied them, three cold statues frozen to stone 
on the slipe. 

 
He`d led the horse back down the wintry road 

slow and easy 
with a dignity inbred. 

Swingle trees had jingled a sad funeral tune 
the men had walked respectfully behind 

eyes to the ground in honour of the dead. 
 

"Grandpa, IS it a sledge?". 
"Come and I`ll tell you the story," the old man said. 

 

 
Betty McKellar      
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The Slipe. 

 
 

At the far end of the garden, by the wooden shed 
it lay among nettles 

neglected 
forgotten. 

Geraniums in terra cotta pots flowered on it 
brash red. 

"Grandpa",came the shout, 
"Look what I`ve found. 

It`s a big sledge." 
 

For the old man 
memory flashed 
clear as glass. 

It was the War again. 
 

The slipe. 
He saw old Paddy standing there attached to it, 

homely farm horse 
dressed 

like he`d been bred to pull a hearse. 
He`d groomed him to be gleaming on that day 

had polished up the leather saddlery and brass. 
Together they`d pulled it all the way from Heathfield, through the 

snow 
up the Mine Road to the moor 

above the icy Calder Dam. 
The beast was willing like his kind. 

Wartime made his load a heavy one. 
Today for him was just another hard day on the farm. 
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WOMEN’S  ASSOCIATION 

 
As  I  am  writing  this  it’s  the  beginning  of  May      .We’ve  just  been  for  
a  walk  in  Parkhill  Wood,  and  it’s  just  full  of  new  life.     Along the 
cycle track wild strawberries are blooming and fantastic 
dandelions,  although  we  don’t  like  them  in  our  gardens. 
 
As we enter Parkhill Wood there are sweet purple violets and 
wood anemone in among the trees.   As we cross the wooden 
bridge there are marsh marigolds growing beside the burn.   Then 
the colour changes to faint blue as we are still among the trees, 
we come out into the open at the top of the hill and there before 
us  is  a  carpet  of  blue,  masses  of  bluebells.    It’s  a  lovely  sight.      It’s  
wonderful to see. 
 
In  our  group  we’ve  been  busy  with  meetings  all  winter  so  we  will  
now have a rest so we will feel refreshed for our next session. 
 
The Sunshine bags will be distributed again this summer, and we 
hope you can help us with our funds. 
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The  money  from  last  summer’s  bags  has  been  divided  between: 
 

S.A.S.R.A (Soldiers Airmen Scripture Readers Association 
- £50 
 
Merriweather Memorial Scholarship – £250 – in memory of 
Mary Merriweather 
 
Erskine Home - £100 
 
Prayer Union - £50 
Unevangelised field Mission £100 
 

Many thanks for your support 
 
If  you  aren’t  able  to  go  walking,  I  hope  you  can  imagine  our  walk  
in the woods and it will lift your spirits as we look forward to the 
summer. 
 
We give thanks to God for the beauty of the spring 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Martin 
WA Secretary 
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Of course I did. 
 
Quintin never forgot that night, never forgot the frozen corpses 
that he saw   .He had told me about it in great detail and I had 
been much affected by the story too. 
 
I had even written a poem on the subject and was glad to be able 
to transmit this poem to Paul Sherwood by return E-mail. It 
seemed to give some comfort to Paul and to his mother who was 
Glen`s younger sister and who still grieves for the big brother who 
never had the chance to grow old. 
 
 
 I now have a photograph of a smiling Glen and also one of his 
gravestone in the cemetery in South Wales which is his resting 
place.  On it these words are inscribed: 
 
   "His sun set while it was yet day." 
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All old history.  Quintin must have been the last survivor of those 
people involved.    When he died seven years ago the story 
became legend . . . 
 
Then, just last week, seventy years after the sad event, I received 
an E-mail from one Paul Sherwood, all the way from Oman. 
 
 He had been sorting out some old papers, and had come upon 
his uncle`s death certificate  

 
Richard Glenister Williams, Fleet Air Arm Aircrew, killed in an air 
crash at Calder Dam. 
 
He was known as `Glen` and was just twenty years old when he 
died that night so long ago aboard the Fairey Swordfish aircraft. 
 
In those War years, the grief-stricken family were told only that 
the plane had crashed into a Scottish mountain side.    It was all 
they ever knew. 
 
 Modern technology makes it easy to discover things.   It didn`t 
take Paul long to locate Calder Dam on the internet, and via an 
article written by Derek Parker, he came on the name Quintin 
McKellar.    Margaret Sweenie from the Library soon put him in 
touch with me.  
 
Did I know anything about the incident? 
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Rev Christine Murdoch 
 

On the 24th June there will be a Sunday School Prize-giving and 
Farewell Service in the Parish Church. The joint service will be an 
opportunity to wish Christine, Cameron and Ian well as they leave 
Lochwinnoch. 
 
As a family they have become part of our community and they will 
all be missed. Christine has brought great enthusiasm, energy 
and many talents to her five years of ministry in the village. She 
has a deep well of innovative ideas which have brought life to the 
work and witness of the Church.  
 
I have enjoyed our years of working together and have learned 
much. I am sure we will continue to remember Christine, 
Cameron  and  Ian  in  our  prayers  as  they  seek  God’s  will  for  the  
years ahead. 
 
We also pray that God will bless our friends and fellow-workers in 
the Parish Church as they continue to serve God. 
 
Yours 
 
Archie 
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A Child's View of Thunderstorms  
 

 
A little girl walked to and from school daily. Though the weather 
that morning was questionable and clouds were forming, she 

made her daily trek to school. As the afternoon progressed, the 
winds whipped up, along with lightning.  

 
The mother of the little girl felt concerned that her daughter would 
be frightened as she walked home from school. She also feared 

the electrical storm might harm her child. Full of concern, the 
mother got into her car and quickly drove along the route to her 
child's school. As she did, she saw her little girl walking along.  

 
At each flash of lightning, the child would stop, look up, and smile. 
More lightning followed quickly and with each, the little girl would 

look at the streak of light and smile  
 

When the mother drew up beside the child, she lowered the 
window and called, "What are you doing?"  

The child answered, "I am trying to look pretty because God 
keeps taking my picture."  

 
May God bless you today and every day as you face the 

storms that come your way! 
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Voices from the Past 

 
 
On 30th January, 1942, a plane crashed on the moor above 
Calder Dam.   It was one of four that were lost that night. They 
were on their way from Fraserburgh to Machrihanish, had been 
insufficiently fuelled, and were all beaten down by blizzard and 
ice. 
 
 My late husband, Quintin McKellar discovered the wreck with its 
three dead bodies inside   .He was just nineteen, but knew the 
moors above Lochwinnoch like the back of his hand and had 
been appointed Guide to the Home Guard.    He alerted the 
Police who were also on the look-out for the lost planes, and 
together with soldiers who were billeted locally, they brought the 
bodies to the Farm at Heathfield where they rested until they 
could eventually be transported to their respective burial places.  
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Church Flowers 
 

Each Sunday, a member of the congregation donates money to 
pay for the Church Flowers.   Helen Campbell is the Flower 

Convenor and has some vacancies in her flower rota.    
 

If you would like to do this, please speak to Helen for further 
information 

 
 

Calendar Competition 
 

This  year’s  calendar  competition  will  be  slightly  different: 
 

Photographs will be judged and then a suitable bible reference / 
verse will be added. 

 
 

Entries as usual to Sheila Gater before the end of September with 
donation of £1 per entry (adults) and 50p per child. 
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  FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

                                 

  Last Monday of Every Month 

(Sept – Mar) 
 

7.30pm 
 

An opportunity to share a meal and discuss issues of faith 
 

 
 
 

The monthly Food for Thought meetings still continue to be well 
attended.   On one evening there were 28 people present, with 

around 6 or 8 others who normally attend absent on that 
occasion.   Thank you to all those who help prepare, serve and 

clear up at the end of the evening.   Thank you also to Archie who 
not only liaises with the various speakers but also sets up the hall 

and leads some of the sessions too. 

 
If you have any topic you would like to suggest – please speak 
with Archie, Janie or any member of the Education Group.   We 

will be meeting mid-June to plan for next session 
 

Please come along  -  All welcome 
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The  Girls’  Brigade 
 
 

Our end of session Display took place on Friday 11th May in the 
McKillop Hall when the girls received their attendance prizes and 
award badges.  All the girls gave of their best and the parents and 
friends had an enjoyable evening. 
 
The highest award that can be achieved through our badge work 
in the Company is the Brigader brooch.   This year it was gained 
by Emma Macdonald, Emma Graham and Lucy Dunn.  These 
girls also received their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
The company are delighted that after a lapse of sixteen years 
Ami Oliver has  achieved  her  Queen’s  Award.      This  is  the  highest  
award  that  can  be  achieved  in  Girls’  Brigade  and  takes  a  
minimum of two years work.   During this time you gave to be 
working in the company and attending Church on a regular basis, 
complete six months voluntary service in the community, sit a 
general study paper, complete a project with a minimum of two 
thousand words, undertake two initiative tests and attend a GB 
national residential weekend which includes an assessment.   As 
you will have realised this is not an easy award to earn.   Many 
congratulations Ami,   Well done.   This award will be presented to 
Ami on 27th May  at  the  Girls’  Brigade  National  Presentation  Day  in  
Kilmarnock. 
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We also had the pleasure of presenting service awards to two 
Officers, Lorna McManus¸has given 20 years and Anne Hosie 
40 years as commissioned officers in Lochwinnoch Company.    
 
We  thank  God  for  their  commitment  to  the  Girls’  Brigade  and  for  
their enthusiasm and reliability 
 
 
Margaret McKinlay 
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