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MINISTER’S LETTER 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

In the church calendar the season of Pentecost is upon 

us and I hope this letter finds you in good spirit. In our 

services, at this time of year, we regularly read accounts 

in the Book of Acts of the work of the Spirit of God. We 

are amazed at the disciples speaking in tongues, 

challenged by the message of Peter, uplifted by the 

response of the thousands who believed and inspired by 

the atmosphere of learning, fellowship and faith in the 

early church.  

 

I love to be reminded of the way the Spirit of God 

affected ordinary believers and enabled them to be a 

blessing to others. One man was a Cypriot called 

Joseph. Although he grew up on Cyprus he was of a 

Jewish family and was a Levite. In those days, around 

Pentecost, it would appear that God spoke to him and he 

came to faith. He heard the message of the Disciples, of 

Jesus Christ who died to take away our sins and rose 

again from the grave. He believed in Jesus and gave his 

life to Him. The Book of Acts speaks of Joseph’s loving 

generosity, faithful service and prayerful faith. The Holy 

Spirit obviously worked in him and through him. 
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We do not know him as Joseph from Cyprus because the 

apostles gave him another name. One that they felt 

suited him. They called him Barnabas, Son of 

Encouragement. His first recorded action was to sell a 

field and bring the money he received for it to help the 

needy. He would go on to serve God in many other ways. 

He was obviously known for his spirit of encouragement. 

 

As believers in Jesus Christ, servants of God, folk filled 

with the Spirit of God we too can be an encouragement 

to others. We can inspire them to trust in God, stimulate 

fellow Christians to grow in faith and service, and support 

folk in times of need.  

 

As I reflected on this it struck me that between 

encouragement and discouragement there lies a huge 

chasm.  

 

Compare the two: Welcoming - Unwelcoming 

   Friendly - Unfriendly 

   Helpful - Unhelpful 

   Feeling - Unfeeling 

   Caring  - Uncaring 

 

Pentecost is the period when we dwell on the work of the 

Spirit of God in our lives. When I think of someone like 

Barnabas I am sure that his work, teaching, giving and 

service was greatly blessed by the spirit of 

encouragement that permeated his life.   
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 Let us pray that God will make us known as Daughters 

and Sons of Encouragement and that this may be known 

in our attitudes and deeds. 

 

Yours in the Lord 

 

Archie Ford 

Prayer Tree 
 
 

 
 
 

Please remember to add to the prayer tree those whom you  would like 
others to pray for. 

please remember to look at the prayer tree 
and 

please pray for those mentioned 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

      

 

Another successful year of Food for Thought meetings 

where the average attendance was around 20 - 22 

people attending on a regular basis.    Once again we 

were fortunate to have a variety of excellent speakers 

come along and share their thoughts on a variety of 

subjects. 

Thank you to all who faithfully come along to these 

meetings and for your suggestions for next year..   

Thanks especially to Archie, Margaret, Ann and Julie who 

help with the setting up, cooking, serving and all who 

clear up at the end of the evening.   Thanks also to Gloria 

for her wonderful lasagne. 

The Education Group will be meeting sometime soon to 
plan the topics and speakers for next session. 

 

     Janie Andrew  
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Sunday 30th June 

An opportunity to share in the celebrations with all 

those who have a ‘significant’ birthday or 

anniversary during 2013. 

Please give names to Archie Ford or Janie Andrew 

 

 

Donations of sandwiches / baking would be appreciated 
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1st Lochwinnoch Boys’ Brigade 

 

It was a busy night in the McKillop Hall on Friday 26th 

April when the Boys’ Brigade Annual Inspection and 

Display took place with over 50 Boys and Officers on 

parade. For first time this year, the Anchor Section joined 

the Junior and Company Sections at the event which 

meant that Boys from primary one through to Secondary 

six were on parade on the night. 

The Inspecting Officer was Mr Robin Weir and the 

Awards and Prizes were presented by his wife Steph. The 

Weir’s live in the village and have two sons, James and 

Euan, both of whom are members of the Company. Robin 

has helped the Company for a few sessions now, 

particularly with the Company Section camping weekends 

and coaching table tennis. He has also taken a few Drill 

sessions which, with his military background, has helped 

in improving the smartness of the Boys at the 

Remembrance Sunday Parade, so it was fitting for him to 

be the Inspecting Officer.  

 

 

 

6 



The programme tried to show the range of events and 

activities undertaken throughout the last session, and 

included singing by the Anchor Section, O’Grady Drill item 

with the Junior & Company Sections, Junior and Anchor 

games, Formula 1 car racing, Sketch about Peter the 

Disciple, and a Company section item featuring the range 

of activities which the Boys participate in as part of the 

Boys’ Brigade award structure. 

After an eventful and enjoyable evening it was time for the 

Boys to be presented with their awards and prizes by Mrs 

Weir. All 3 sections had achieved a lot during the last 

session and many Boys had done well with the different 

award structures, perfect attendance and good behaviour. 

In the Anchor Boys, Clan Campbell were the best group. 

In the Junior Section the Best Recruit was Frazer 

McFadzean and the Best Boy was Daniel Rossi. In the 

Company Section the Best Recruit was Pte. Andrew 

Johnston and the Elizabeth Lawrie Rosebowl for Service 

to others was presented to Sgt. Gary Marsh, who will 

shortly be heading off to Nepal with other 6th year pupils 

from Johnstone High School and during their trip they will 

be undertaking a community project. 
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For the first time for a number of years we were delighted 

that some of the senior Boys in the Company section had 

achieved enough progress through the BB award 

structure to be presented with their President’s Badges 

which is the second highest award in the Boys’ Brigade. It 

was a proud moment for the Boys, their families and the 

Company when Sgt’s Gary Marsh, Ben McKinlay and 

Cameron Shields came forward to receive their awards.  

Mr Weir, in his remarks, congratulated the Company on 

an enjoyable evening and spoke of his time in the Boys’ 

Brigade in Houston and how the work of the company 

helps the members grow from young boys into valued and 

respected young members of our community.  

On the Sunday morning following the Display the 

Company joined the Girls’ Brigade at our Church for our 

end of year Church Parade which was a fitting end to a 

special few days for the Boys’ Brigade in Lochwinnoch. 
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Provisional Calendar June – September  2013 
 
 

29
th
 – 31

st
 May General Assembly – Perth 

Sunday 2
nd

 June Communion 

Monday 10
th
 June Committee of Management 

Sunday 16
th
 June Sunday School Prize Giving 

Sunday 30
th
 June Celebrations 

July Joint Services – Parish Church 

August Joint Services – Calder Church 

August 5
th
 – 9

th
 Summer Club 

Monday 9
th
 Sept Committee of Management 

Monday 16
th
 Sept Kirk Session 

Saturday 28
th
 

Sept 
Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday 29
th
 Sept 

Girls Brigade 60
th
 Anniversary Thanksgiving 

Service 

Monday 30
th
 Sept Food for Thought 

Sunday 6
th
 

October 
Communion  

 
Times and further information will be confirmed in weekly Intimations 

/ order of service 
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Sunday School 

 

The Sunday School has been collecting 20p’s for this 

Easter scheme.  Everyone enjoyed a packet of Smarties 

then used the empty packet to collect the 20 pence’s.  

The scheme “Stand By Me, Snug as a Bug Appeal”, 

provides a goodnight pack consisting of a quality 

mattress, blanket, pillow and mosquito net at a cost of 

£30 each for children in Burma.  We managed to raise 

£125 which has been sent off to the church office.  

Thanks to everyone for their support. 

This year’s prize giving will take place on Sunday 16 

June and we look forward to singing a couple of choruses 

to the joint congregation. 

Lynne 

 

10 



Church Calendar 2014 

Thank you to everyone who entered the competition last 

year. We were delighted by the number of entries received 

.This made it a very difficult but very enjoyable task for the 

judges. A big thank you to them for undertaking this difficult 

task. A huge thank you to Irene Lawrie and Mark Brown for 

producing such a beautiful calendar. 

An invitation is extended to all to take part in this year’s 

competition. 

There are two age groups - children and teenagers under 

16 years of age and adults. 

Please remember photographs do not need to be taken this 

year to be entered those taken in previous years can also 

be entered. Suitable verses will be added after the winners 

are chosen. 

Entries should be given to Aileen Craig or Sheila Gater at 

any time but before 11a.m. on Sunday 29
th
 September 

2013. 

Entry donation –    

16 years and under 50p per entry 

Adults £1 per entryHopefully, the weather will improve over 

the summer months allowing many lovely and interesting 

photographs to be taken. 
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5
th

 – 9
th

 August 
 

All children of Primary School age 
Welcome. 

 
 

Parish Church Hall 
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The Moose’s Prayer 
 

 
A pair wee kirk moose ae forlorn 
Its furry coat fair sairly worn 
Sank doon upon its bony knees 
And for jist a wee bit cheese. 
 
The tears ran doon its wee thin cheeks 
But nane could hear the saddest squeaks 
That drifted on the cauld night air 
Till whiles it couldnae pray nae mair. 
 
When daylight cam, the kirk bells rang 
The doors swung open wi’ a bang 
Communion day had come oan by 
Wi wine – and plates of breid piled high. 
 
The wee moose lay as still as daith 
And watched it as wi bated braith 
Then thocht – ‘If a keep awfu quate 
A bit might jist fa aff a plate’ 
 
And so it gazed as roon they went 
Then jist as tho’ twas heaven sent 
Whit landed richt upon its heid 
But two lumps  o’ communion breid. 
 
The staff o life lay on the flair 
The bounteous answer tae his prayer 
Jist as he thocht ‘ it looks fair dry’ 
A body couped some wine forbye. 
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Wee moosie stated up the aisle 
Wearing sic a boozy smile 
The folk stopped singin’ fair aghast 
 Tae see a drunken moose walk passed. 
 
The organist fell aff her chair 
The meenister could only stare 
Tae see this drunken, sinful moose 
Cavortin in His sacred hoose 
 
At last it staggered up the naïve 
Then turned and geid a happy wave 
‘a ken noo when it’s time tae pray 
I’ll dae it oan Communion Day. 
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The Girls’ Brigade 

 
 
Our 60th Anniversary Display took place on Friday 10th 
May in the McKillop Hall when the girls received their 
attendance prizes and award badges.  This was a very 
successful evening with the girls giving of their best. 
There was a lot of work put in by the girls and the officers 
and covered the work done over the past six decades. 
Parents and friends had an enjoyable evening.   
 
The highest award that can be achieved through our 
badge work programme in the Company is the Brigader 
brooch. This year it was gained by Errin Finlayson, 
Lianne Shields and Margaret Shields. 
 
The Junior section are looking forward to their camp 
weekend in June and girls from 1st Erskine Company will 
again be joining with us. 
 
Some of the Brigaders are preparing for the Expedition 
section of the Duke of Edinburgh Award.   These will take 
place at the beginning of June. 
 

Margaret McKinlay   
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 
 

 

Baptism 

 

Joshua James Smith 

 

Wedding 

 

Jennifer Stevenson and Andrew Wright 

 

Funerals 

 

Agnes Kilburn  Hunterhill Care Home 

Henrietta Johnstone  Shields Holdings 

George Millar  Calder Drive 

Katherine Renfrew  Shields Holdings 
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Mission Statement: 
 
 
 
 

Calder Church seeks to worship God in our community and to 
reach out through fellowship, service and prayer, that all may 

come to faith in Jesus Christ 
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