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Minister’s Letter 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

  It is nice to stop for a moment and think of one or two special occasions 

of the past few months. For me a number of things came easily to mind: 

 

 Holy Week and its Evening Prayers, Passover Communion, Good 

Friday Service was very special. On Easter morning an encouraging 

group of almost 50 met early at the loch and a good congregation 

sang lustily at the later Easter Service. The reality of Jesus sacrifice 

for us all was so real, as was the joy and hope of Jesus 

resurrection. 

 

 “The Prodigal Son “performed during the Lochwinnoch Arts 

Festival was a test of nerve and a blessing to those who 

contributed. I was once again amazed at the range of talents that 

came together to produce and perform this musical play. Young 

and old gave of their time and God-given gifts to convey the deep 

message of this wonderful parable. We are excited that an 

opportunity has opened up for us to perform it in August in Leith 

as part of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Please pray for God’s 

guidance and strength as we prepare and perform. 

 

 Jonah and Noah were prominent at the Girls’ and Boys’ Brigade 

Displays. The officers and girls and boys of the companies worked 

well to communicate the message of obedience to God that is at 

the heart of these well-known Bible stories. We pray that the 

God’s call to faith and service will touch the hearts of young and 

old. 
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 I have enjoyed looking in more depth at the stories of Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob and Joseph as we journeyed through Genesis and now 

address the events facing Moses and God’s people in Exodus. It is 

amazing how the themes of these stories reflect life in our world 

of this 21st century. 

 

I wonder what God-given blessings you can place on your own list? 

 

It was at the Evening Fellowship that a verse caught my imagination and 

had me thinking: 

 

Mark 1:35 “Very early in the morning, while it was dark, Jesus got up, 

left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” 

 

An evening was profitably spent considering what Jesus could have been 

praying about and how we could follow his example.  

 Thanks for the blessings of recent days of healings and lessons 

shared. 

 Wisdom and guidance from his Father. 

 Strength to meet the challenges of the day. 

 For his friends and disciples. 

 For the needy people he encountered every day. 

 

It was a lovely discussion that encouraged me to continue to find time and 

a solitary place to pray every day. It also supplied a list of areas and needs 

to fill the time and turn my heart and mind to the Lord. 

 

Happy praying! 

 

Yours in the Lord 

 

Archie   2 



 

 
 

 

 

Summer Fayre 
 
 

 

 

Our Summer Fayre will be on Saturday 31st May from 10am - 

12noon in the McKillop Hall. 

There will be all the usual stalls including Homebaking, Plants 

& garden, jewellery, soft goods and lots more. All welcome. 

Adults £2 Children FREE 
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The West Highland Way Challenge 

 

Jennie, Gloria, Naomi & Alison setting out from Milngavie 

 

We would like to thank everyone in Calder UF church for the support and 

encouragement we received for our recent West Highland Way Challenge.   

We set out on a gloriously sunny Sunday morning, 23 March, to walk from 

Milngavie to Fort William, with our friends, Gloria and Naomi to raise 

money for ‘The Maggie’s Centres’ and ‘Finding Your Feet’ charities.   

We’d trained for it, in all weathers and across various walking conditions, 

we’d been planning and organising for months … but as we set out that 

first morning, the 96 miles ahead of us seemed rather daunting!  
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However as we put the miles behind us we relaxed into our journey, 

enjoying the luxury of being free to walk all day sharing beautiful Scottish 

landscape in good company. At times our “challenge” lived up to its name, 

we all had moments when the walking, the route and the distance became 

tough for us as individuals - but fortunately, usually not all of us at the 

same time! Good friends, spectacular scenery, (and Tunnock’s Caramel 

Wafers) kept us going and the weather, considering it was the end of 

March, was nothing short of miraculous.  We couldn’t believe our luck as 

each day dawned and still no downpour … or blizzard – Scottish weather 

trumps natural pessimism! – But we were very grateful for the continued 

blessing of ideal walking conditions.  



 

 

Each day we experienced the ever changing landscape in a variety of 
moods; bright sunny days with blue skies and views of distant snow-
capped mountains; misty and atmospheric along Loch Lomond side, 
following Rob Roy’s footsteps, through the low cloud which lifted later 
that same day to give mirror reflections of the hills in the perfectly still 
loch; or louring skies over Glen Coe as we climbed the Devil’s Staircase 
straight into the clouds and across an eerie mist shrouded glen.  
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A variety of wildlife shared our surroundings; seeing stags and hinds, wild 

goats with their kids and black grouse were all highlights for us. 

The people we met on our path enlivened our journey too. We were given 

a warm welcome and encouragement all along our route, although – as 

we were all wearing our ‘Maggies’ sashes – I think we were suspected of 

being some extreme ‘hen party’ and we could see confusion in some faces 

as they tried to work out which one of us was ‘Maggie’! 

We were delighted to hear ‘en route’ of Corinne’s successful walk in 

George Square – how quickly news reaches the Highlands – and it put a 

spring in our step to push on with our walk. Corinne is truly an inspiration, 

a triumph of will over adversity.  

We would like again to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who 

supported us by sponsoring us.  Our pleasant surprise at the continued 

good weather on our route was nothing compared to  the surprise for the 

breadth of support we received and we’re delighted to be able to hand 

over £1,500 to ‘Finding Your Feet’ and £5,000 to Maggie’s Centres from 

the four of us, on your behalf! 

Alison McNeil & Jennie Cochrane 

 

Naomi, Alison, (our new pal), Jennie & Gloria at the end of the West 

Highland Way 



 

 

 

 

Please let Archie  or Janie Andrew know the names of all who 

are celebrating a ‘significant’ (a big number usually ending in 

‘0’) birthday or wedding anniversary at any time during 2014. 

 

There will be a lunch to share in the celebrations. 

Provisional date: Sunday 15th June 
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Women’s Association 

We have now come to the end of our 2013 – 14 session and are preparing 

for the next winter session. 

The Sunshine Bags have been distributed to our usual contributors who 

are our main financial support. 

Monies from last year’s Sunshine Bags have been distributed among: 

Mission Aviation Fellowship 

Christians Against Poverty 

Glasgow City Mission 

Prayer Union 

Christian Aid Project Nurturing Change in Kenya 

Feeding the ‘Go Go Grandparents’ who are raising their 

grandchildren in the wake of HIV / AIDS pandemic.   There was a 

famine in this region and thanks to all our supporters we are able 

to help, so please continue to fill the Sunshine Bags. 

 

Jumpers are also being knitted now for these children  

 

There is always someone in need. 

Elizabeth Martin      
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Summer Club 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th – 18th July 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary 1 -7 

All welcome 
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Calendar Competition 

 

As summer approaches please think of taking some photographs and 

entering them in the annual Church Calendar competition.   We have had 

super entries to choose from over the years and this could be the year that 

one of your photographs could be chosen by impartial judges. 

 

An adult entry is £1 per photograph and 50p for children 16 years and 

under. 

So when you are out and about take your camera, ipad or phone with you 

and – get snapping!! 

 

The closing date for entries is Sunday 21st September before the service.   

These can be given to Aileen Craig, Fiona Ford or Sheila Gater. 
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Date for your diary 

 
Our tea and coffee after church as part of Macmillan 

Cancer Care’s ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ will be 

held after morning worship on 

 

Sunday 31st August 

 

 Please let Fiona Ford know if you would be willing to help 

at this event. 

 

Further details will be made available nearer the time. 
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July and August 

 

 

During July and August there will be teas after the service 

every Sunday. 

 
Please add your name to the list in the hall if you would 

like to help. 

 

Children’s Activities 

 

During the summer months the Sunday School staff have a 

break and so if you would like to help with activities for the 

children during July and August please add your name to 

the list in the hall. 

 

 
 

For more information please speak to Janie Andrew  
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1st Lochwinnoch Boys’ Brigade Display 

It was a busy night in the McKillop Hall on Friday 16th May when the Boys’ 

Brigade Annual Inspection and Display took place with over 50 Boys and 

Officers on parade across all 3 sections – The Anchors, Juniors & Company - 

Boys from primary one through to Secondary six. 

The Inspecting Officer was the Rev Douglas Scrimgeour and the Awards 

and Prizes were presented by his wife Barbara. The Scrimgeour’s are well 

known to Calder Church as Douglas, as a past Moderator of the UF Church, 

has been a guest preacher on numerous occasions over the years. Mr Ford 

conducted the Opening Service and we were pleased to have a full 

complement of guests including the Rev May Bell and her husband, Rev Ian 

Bell. Probably for the first time this meant that we had 4 ministers sitting in 

the front row! 

The programme tried to show the range of events and activities 

undertaken throughout the last session, and included singing by the 

Anchor Section, Junior and Anchor games, Sketch about Noah and the Ark, 

and a Company section items showing Badminton and Table Tennis skills 

that the Boys have learnt throughout the session. 

After an eventful and enjoyable evening it was time for the Boys to be 

presented with their awards and prizes by Mrs Scrimgeour. All 3 sections 

had achieved a lot during the last session and many Boys had done well 

with the different award structures, perfect attendance and good 

behaviour. 



 In the Anchor Boys, Clan McDonald were the best group. In the Junior 

Section the Best Recruit was Ben Irvine and the Best Boy was Euan Weir. In 

the Company Section the Best Recruit was Pte. Jack Williamson, the 

Elizabeth Lawrie Rosebowl for Service to others was presented to Sgt. 

Cameron Shields, and the A Murray Lawrie Trophy for True Christian 

Manliness was presented to Sgt. Ben McKinlay. 

 

Cameron Shields achieved the special volunteer award for 200 hours of 

voluntary work. 

We were also delighted to announce that the Company was successful 

with their nomination of one of our long serving officers, Ronnie Brown, to 

carry the Commonwealth Games Queen’s  Baton when it travels through 

Renfrewshire before the start of the games. 

Rev Scrimgeour, in his remarks, congratulated the Company on an 

enjoyable evening and spoke of his time in the Boys’ Brigade in Glasgow 

and how the work of the company helps the members grow from young 

boys into valued and respected young members of our community.  

Thanks were expressed to all the Officers and to Parent Helpers, Graeme 

Guthrie, Stuart McFadzean and Robin Weir who had helped considerably 

throughout the session. The Junior Section were helped Ben McKinlay & 

Cameron Shields and the Anchors were helped by Alexander Curran and 

Ryan Brown. Without the help of these older Boys from the Company 

Section it would not have been possible to have achieved everything that 

we did. 

It was a proud night for the all the Boys, Parents and Friends and the 

Company would like to thank everyone in the local community for the 

help, support and encouragement throughout the last session 
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Congregational Register 
 

 

Baptism 

 

Montgomery Anderson 

 

 

 

New members 

 

Margaret Weir 

Morag Jackson 

 

 

 

Funerals 

 

Margaret Boyce  St Winnoc Road 

Janet Kilday  Glenpark Road 

George McKechnie Greenock 

George Davis  Johnstone 

Elizabeth Renfrew Milngavie 
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Mission Statement: 
 
 
 
 

Calder Church seeks to worship God in our 
community and to reach out through fellowship, 
service and prayer, that all may come to faith in 

Jesus Christ. 
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