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MINISTER’S LETTER 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

The summer is coming to its end and a new session is 

before us. Memories of long hot days remain in our 

dreams of long ago, unless we holidayed abroad. The 

one sunny week, however, coincided with our joint 

Summer Club here in Lochwinnoch.  Champion’s 

Challenge was a lovely opportunity to share the Good 

News of Jesus with 30+ children using the Olympic 

theme. Each morning began with a different local 

personality lighting the Olympic flame. Personally, I have 

always found a living flame to be a moving symbol. The 

children and adults involved entered into the spirit of the 

occasion.  

 

It was in preparing for the closing ceremony that we were 

at a bit of a loss. A flame extinguished is not very 

encouraging and it is not the message of the Gospel. 

Jesus died on the Cross to take away our sin and the 

light of hope seemed to have gone out when his body 

was placed in the tomb but thanks be to God that Jesus 

was raised to life and is seated at God’s right hand. 

Jesus, the Light of the World, continues to shine as 

brightly as ever however dark it may seem around us. 
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A suggestion was made and on the evening of our 

closing ceremony as the Olympic flame went out the 

torch was handed back to us with Jesus own words 

ringing in our ears “You are the light of the world.”  

 

Jesus commissions us to take the Good News to our 

family, neighbours and those beyond that they may know 

the wonder of the living God in their lives. Jesus sends us 

to show his compassion and care in our dealings with 

others. Jesus calls us to light the way of goodness and 

truth. The light of God is not to be hidden but displayed 

for all that others may see our “good works and glorify 

our Father in heaven.” 

 

In this new session as a congregation it is my hope that 

we will explore what it means to be “the light of the 

world.” 

 

Yours in the Lord 
 
Archie 
 
 
: 
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A.B.C.S 

Summer Club - The Mornings 

The A.B.C.S helped with the Summer Club during the 

last week of the school holidays. Our theme this year was 

the ‘2012 Olympics’. First thing in the morning we would 

help get the children into groups. Many of us were group 

leaders, helping the children to remember the memory 

verse from the day before.  

We provided the drama every day then helped out with 

crafts and games. Some of the “Olympic Sports” were 

really interesting like ‘Welly Throwing and synchronised 

swimming (which really is an Olympic sport – but not the 

way we did it!). We enjoyed working with the children and 

the other leaders at the club and had a really great time. 

Robbie, Alasdair, Angela, Laura & Eilidh 
 

Summer Club – The Evenings 

During the evenings following the summer club we would 

gather together for various activities. On Monday we 

competed in a scavenger hunt, boys verse the girls – of 

course the boys won (or so they say). 

On Tuesday we made (and ate) enough pancakes to 

feed a small nation. Thanks Hannah for the constant 

supply, but we never want to see another pancake again 

as long as we live! 
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On Wednesday it was off to the park for rounders. That’s 

when we realised just what a competitive groups we are. 

Anyway, it was a great way to work off all those pancakes 

from the night before. 

On Thursday we all went indoor bowling at Largs. 

Competition once again and some peoples bowling 

techniques we very interesting indeed. 

Friday night saw us joining with everyone for sausages 

and ice cream to celebrate the end of Summer Club. It 

really was a great week. 

Eilidh, Darren, Cameron & Darrell 
 

Dunblane 

Many of us attended the yearly gathering of the United 

Free Church of Scotland at Dunblane.  We attended the 

opening session and then took part in the youth 

programme. Many thanks to Ross and Andrew for 

organising this. We had lunch together and it was great 

to catch up with people we know from other churches. 

We learned lots of new things and also met some new 

people. It was a lovely day. 

Margaret, Leanne, Fiona, Iona, Lisa & Sophie 
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WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
 
It’s time again for us to resume our monthly meetings, the 
first of which is on Tuesday 2nd October at 7.30pm.   The 
speaker will be Gordon Mackenzie when he will start us 
on our Study Guide Programme. 
 
Syllabus for 2012 – 13 is available priced 20p. 
 
We hope to have collected all the Sunshine Bags by now.   
If you still have one, please bring it along to the Church 
on a Sunday. 
 
The following is a letter from Janette Neil of the Women’s 
Home and Overseas Committee which they wish us to 
share with all women in the church. 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Martin 
WA Secretary 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

                                 

  Last Monday of Every Month 

(Sept – Mar) 

 

7.30pm 

 

Topics this session include: 

Trinity 

 How do we love God? 

 Ecclesiastes 

 Revelation 

 How do you stop war / cruelty? 

 The Living Room 

 

An opportunity to share a meal and discuss issues of faith 

 

Please come along 

 

All welcome 
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1
st

 Lochwinnoch Boys’ Brigade 

The new BB session is now underway on Tuesday nights in the 

Parish Church Halls and caters for Boys from Primary 1 through to 

Secondary 6.  Anchor Boys is for Primaries 1, 2 and 3 meet from 

6pm till 7pm. Junior Section is from 7pm till 8.15pm for Primaries 4, 5 

and 6 and Company Section meets at 7.45pm till 9.30pm for Primary 

7 through to Secondary 6.  

All sections are following the Boys’ Brigade programme of activities 

and awards and this year we are trying to develop a specific 

programme for the older Boys in the Company Section which 

includes work for the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. 

Following the success of the Company Section weekend camp in 

June we have another camp arranged for the 1
st
 weekend in 

October, so let’s hope for dry weather! The pictures below show the 

camp in June. 
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A Coffee Morning is planned in the Parish Church Hall at 10am on 

Saturday 27
th
 October. Please come along and support us. The 

proceeds from the last Coffee Morning were split between St 

Vincent’s Hospice and the British Red Cross who had helped us 

throughout last session with first aid training.  

We are delighted that Alison Ford has agreed to join the staff of the 

Anchor Boys and would appeal to anyone else who could help us in 

any way as we could do with more help in all areas but particularly 

with the Junior Section. If you have a particular skill or hobby that 

you think may be of interest to the Boys and would be prepared to 

spend a few Tuesday nights with us then we would be happy to hear 

from you. 

Many of the Boys in our Company come from families with little or no 

connection with either Calder Church or the Parish Church and this 

means that the work of the Boys’ Brigade is a vital part of the mission 

work of the churches in Lochwinnoch. The object of the BB starts 

with ‘The advancement of Christ’s kingdom amongst Boys’ and ends 

with ‘a true Christian Manliness’. Over the years many young men 

have attained true Christian manliness as a result of their years in 

the BB.  

Please remember The Boys’ Brigade and in particular all the leaders, 

existing and new, in your prayers, so that in the coming years in the 

Boys’ Brigade we can truly say that we are advancing Christ’s 

Kingdom amongst Boys in the village of Lochwinnoch. 
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Date Day Event 

2nd Oct Tuesday Women’s Association 

4th October Thursday Burnt Offerings 

7th Oct Sunday Communion 

8th Oct Monday Committee of Management 

27th October Saturday Men’s Breakfast 

28th October Sunday Harvest Thanksgiving + Lunch 
Uniformed organisations dedication 
and Commissioning Service – Joint 
Service – Parish Church 

29th October Monday Food for Thought 

6th 
November 

Tuesday Women’s Association 

11th 
November 

Sunday Remembrance Service – War 
Memorial @ 10.45 and thereafter 
to Calder Church 

12th 
November 

Monday Committee of Management 

19th 
November 

Monday Kirk Session 

23rd 
November 

Saturday Men’s breakfast 

24th 
November 

Saturday Christmas Fayre 10 – 12 – 
McKillop 

26th 
November 

Monday Food for Thought 

2nd 
December 

Sunday Carol Service with the Salvation 
Army 

10th 
December 

Monday Committee of Management 



16th 
December 

Sunday Gift Service 

23rd 
December 

Sunday Sunday School Nativity – Parish 
Church 

24th 
December  

Monday 11.15 for 11.30 – Watchnight 
Service 

25th 
December  

Tuesday Christmas Morning Worship 

29th 
December 

Saturday Men’s Breakfast 

31st 
December 

Monday Walk of Faith 

6th January 
13 

Sunday Joint worship / Communion Service 
– Parish Church 

8th January Tuesday Women’s Association 

14th January Monday Committee of Management 

21st January Monday Kirk Session 

26th January Saturday Men’s Breakfast 

28th January Monday Food for Thought 

3rd February Sunday Communion 

  AGM 

 
 
 

Dates and times will be confirmed in weekly Intimations 
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
 

Our Christmas Fayre this year is being held on Saturday 
24th November in the McKillop Institute from 10 am to 12 
noon.   We hope that you will not this date in your diary 
and keep the day free.    
 
We, as usual, would appreciate any help you can give on 
the day.   As well as that, to help cover catering costs for 
the tea room, we would be most grateful for donations of 
£2 from as many members as possible.   The reason for 
this is that we no longer have so many ‘home bakers’ in 
our congregation to supply us with baking, resulting in us 
having to buy cakes, biscuits etc to accompany the 
coffee.   Any donations can be given to any member of 
the Fundraising Committee between now and the event 
and we thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
We will, of course, be having all our usual stalls including 
our very popular baking stall where home-made goodies 
can be purchased.   In addition, our bric-a-brac, jewellery 
and handbags, Christmas table, books, toys, soft goods 
and toiletries stalls would hope that in giving you plenty of 
notice for this event, you can now raid your cupboards, 
garages and lofts for things  that can be sold at this 
normally very happy event, for the good of our church, 
 
Thank you all 
 
 

Linda Lewis 
Fundraising Committee 
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Thank you to everyone who submitted the many beautiful 
photographs to this year’s Calendar Competition. 

 
Orders will be taken for the calendars during October,   If 
you wish to place an order please speak to Aileen Craig 

or Sheila Gater. 
 

Calendars come in 2 formats – just with the date or with 
space for appointments 

 
 

A3 - £6 
A4 - £5 

Envelopes if required – 50p 
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A Letter from Rev Christine Murdoch 

 

Our Dear Friends in Calder United Free Church, 

The first contact I had with your Church was when the 

Trinity College Choir came to “entertain” some time in the 

mid 1990s. This was at the instigation (if not invitation) of 

Linda Pollock, who was studying at Trinity at the same 

time as myself. In case you are thinking of Trinity College 

Cambridge, this was the local TC Glasgow, a slightly 

lower standard of musicianship, however I do remember 

it was a fun night of sharing our faith and rejoicing and 

we received such a warm welcome from the 

congregation. 

The next time I was aware of speaking to anyone in your 

congregation was after I had been invited to preach as 

Sole Nominee in the Parish Church. By this time I had 

learned that as Primary 1 in Lochwinnoch Primary School 

was full and therefore we could not be guaranteed there 

was a place for Iain. On the day we knew the teaching 

and administration staff would be back at school I phoned 

and, in a very coy way, inquired if there would be any 

space in P1 for a child coming in October. Mrs Murray 

asked me, “What is your son’s name?” She then asked 

me my own name and then assured my that she was 

aware of our particular circumstances and she had  
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already spoken to the Head Teacher and she could 

assure me there was a place for our son. This was such 

a relief that I can remember the road on which we were 

driving when I made the call – needless to say Cameron 

was driving. 

In the intervening years I have appreciated the prayerful 

friendship and support of our dear friends in Calder 

United Free Church. I hope it goes without saying that 

when Archie and I prepare worship together, what we 

end up sharing is so much more that we could achieve 

individually. Both of us have an awareness of the Holy 

Spirit working with us and I have so much enjoyed 

sharing worship with Archie – it is one of the highlights of 

my time in Lochwinnoch. 

Since we came to Lochwinnoch, we have been 

overwhelmed by the love and support we as a manse 

family have received from our friends in Calder United 

Free Church. Some of you may not have met my 

husband, Cameron, as he is a Church organist in 

Glasgow, yet I know you do pray for each of us and your 

prayers have made the past few, difficult, months so 

much easier to bear.  

On Christmas morning I was so overwhelmed with your 

messages of goodwill, ever since we have felt encircled 

by prayer and we so appreciate your prayers. 
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 This goodwill is something we will take into the next 

chapter of our lives and while nowhere can match 

Lochwinnoch, we do know there is another challenge 

awaiting us and God is already there, waiting for us to 

arrive. 

Many thanks for your continuing loving and prayerful 

support. 

May God continue to bless you all, 

Yours sincerely, 
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The Church is open every Wednesday 
evening from 6.30 – 7.30pm for prayer and 

meditation. 
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

 

Wedding 

 

Margaret Rodger and Chris Gould 

 

New Members 

 

Kirsten and Craig McCrorie 

Baptisms 

 

Matthew Ford Craig 

Lily Isabella McCrorie 

 

Funerals 

 

Carol Bishop  Kilbirnie 

James Neil  Johnstone 

Irene Gilbertson formerly Harvey Terrace 

Ian Brennan  Station Rise 

Jean Anderson Speirs Home, Beith 

Robert Matthews Crookhill Gardens 

John Edgar  Glengarnock 

Louis Woodcock Glenlora 

Freda Bishop  Calder St 

Moira Robin  Kilbarchan 

George Davis  

   Greenock 
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Mission Statement: 
 
 
 
 

Calder Church seeks to worship God in our community and to 
reach out through fellowship, service and prayer, that all may 

come to faith in Jesus Christ 
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