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Minister’s Letter 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

What is your favourite season of the year? 

 

 As I have often said, I love the spring.    This year did not disappoint. The 

fresh green colours were beautiful, adorned by yellows and purples and 

indicating the coming of new life. The summer was wonderful too!! I hold 

memories of a sunny day on the beach at Ayr, melting on the golf course 

near St Andrews and lovely evening walks around Lochwinnoch. Then 

again the winter was mild and easy to cope with and yet the skiers had a 

bumper year on the Scottish slopes.  

   

And as we speak the autumn has begun in warmth and loveliness and with 

a bumper harvest of brambles!! I met a man the other day who said he 

had collected 12 pounds of lovely fruit already. It got me thinking about 

the conditions that are required to produce a bumper harvest of 

brambles. I suspect conditions built in earlier seasons and even previous 

years culminating in hedgerows filled with juicy, ripe tasty fruit. 

 

As a Christian, what is my favourite season? 

   

That is easy to answer, if a little selfish, – Harvest!! 

 

Not the harvest of fruit and veg, although I like it very much. I suspect we 

all long to see a bumper harvest of souls and lives coming in faith and 

wonder to Jesus Christ.  
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Jesus spoke of harvest and fruitfulness: 

 

Matt 9:37-38 “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

 

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 

and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 

John 15:16 “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” 

 

Paul speaks of this fruit in Galatians 5; 22 -23 “But the fruit of the Spirit 

is love, joy, peace patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control.” And so I could go on. 

 

What are the conditions needed for such a bumper harvest?  

 

I suppose a bit like this year’s crop of brambles the answer is tinged with 

mystery and very much in the hands and the power of God.  

 

Yet there areas of life we can work on as a congregation of God’s people. 

As our Bible verses remind us we need to know Jesus as our Lord and 

Saviour. The Spirit of God must be at work in our hearts and lives as we 

live as God’s people. We must grow in God and produce “fruit that will 

last.” This is also true of our lives together as a congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 



 

Helpfully, in the coming months we will receive a visit from Presbytery to 

help us consider our life and work as they carry out our Quinquennial or 5-

yearly review. We are asked to reflect on our activities and blessings, 

challenges and struggles over the past five years and to identify what can 

be done to enable God to build us up as a church.  

 

The Kirk Session and Committee of Management feel that this is 

an appropriate moment to involve the whole congregation in this 

review. As we have done previously we will hold meetings and 

visits which will help us all prayerfully reflect on the conditions of 

our worship, how we learn as Christians, our service and giving, 

prayer, and how we engage with our community and share the 

Gospel. This is of great importance as we work and witness in a 

more difficult world.  

 

Please come along to the meetings and give serious thought and prayerful 

consideration to these important matters. 

 

Yours in the Lord 

 

Archie 
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Calder Church on the internet - help wanted. 
 
 
A small group of us are looking at doing something to improve the 
church's web presence 
(currently http://www.lochwinnoch.info/local-
info/churches/calderufc). 
 
 
One of the things we are considering is to build a new website. We 
have an outline structure, but need someone to build it, possibly 
from within the church. Do you have the skills to do this or know 
someone who has? It could be a good project for someone trying to 
gain experience in web design. Please contact Chris 
Gould chris@ic202.fsnet.co.uk 
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Women’s Association 

 

It’s been a lovely warm summer and I hope you have managed to soak up 

some of the sunshine and store up your vitamin D for the winter. 

Now it’s time to begin our winter activities and our new session begins on 

7th October at 2.00pm with a speaker from CHAS.   A syllabus is available 

with all our other meetings and we would welcome some new faces. 

By now we hope to have collected in all the Sunshine Bags, but if you still 

have some please bring it along to Church on a Sunday Morning and pass 

it on to me. 

 

Many thanks to all who help us financially. 

 

Elizabeth Martin      
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Summer Club 2014 

 

This July we held a week-long club just before the beginning of the 

Commonwealth Games.   We were fortunate that the Commonwealth 

Baton came through the village on the Thursday morning of club week.   

We were delighted that an average of 40 children attended as we all 

learned what is means to be ‘Fit for a King’.    We were all reminded of 

how different and special Jesus our King really is, and what he has done 

for us all.   We were challenged to respond to his invitation to worship and 

serve him.   It was a lovely week. 

During the week we also held a family Quiz night and closing Games night 

which were well attended and allowed us to make contact with fold we 

did not know well.     

It was a challenging week with many blessings.   We are very fortunate to 

have a team of committed, willing and gifted people who lead these 

events.   The young fold of the ABC’s were an invaluable help and faithfully 

supported the activities day by day. 
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ABC’s 

 

The ABCs were happy to help again with summer club this year. 

We enjoyed the Commonwealth Games theme and it was fun 

helping with games and crafts. We also had our own programme 

in the evenings which included a treasure hunt and bowling as 

well as taking part in the family quiz and fun night. 

 

We enjoyed going through to Edinburgh in August and performing 

in the Prodigal Son. Although a bit nerve wracking, especially 

when the afternoon rehearsal didn't go particularly well, it was 

good fun especially when we all remembered our cues for the 

evening performance. It was a long but exciting day and great to 

join with the musicians and the choir. 

 

We have organised a trip to Holy Island in October. This is our 

first time visiting Lindisfarn, although the ABCs went as a group 

many years ago. It will be good to share fellowship with one 

another away from our usual environment and we are really 

looking forward to it. 

 

We hope to share our experiences with you when we return. 

 

The ABCs 
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Fish ‘n’ chip babies 

 

 

Newborn babies, many suffering from AIDs are being called ‘Fish ‘n’ 

chip’ babies because many are sent home from hospital wrapped in 

newspaper for warmth – and they need your help.   In order to 

assist these tiny babies, we are asking you to knit a small jumper 

which will be sent to Africa to keep tiny children warm.   Average 

knitters can complete a jumper in an evening.   It is a quick and easy 

pattern. 

Special instructions:  Only use double knitting wool..   No baby pink, 

blue, white or pastel colours please, as these garments may never 

be washed.   Bright and mixed colours are best or a mixture of 

stripes. 
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Baby jumper knitting pattern (knitted all in one). 

Double knitting wool 

Size 6 (5mm) needles for tight knitters and size 7 (4.5mm) for loose 

knitters 

 

 Cast on 44 stitches 

 Work 18 rows in K2 P2double rib) 

 Work 30 rows stocking stitch ( 1 row knit / 1 row 

purl) 

 Cast on 12 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 

rows and change to K” KP (double rib) for sleeves 

 Rib 22 more rows 

 Next row: rib 21, cast off 26 stitches, rib to end 20 

stitches (to form head opening) 

 Next row: rib 21, cat on 26 stitches, rib 21 stitches 

 Work 22 rows in K2, P2(double rib) 

 Cast off 12 stitches in rib at the beginning for the next 

2 rows 

 Work 30 rows in  stocking stitch ( 1 row knit / 1 row 

purl) 

 Work 18 rows K2P2 (double rib) 

 Cast off and sew up side seams 

 

A big ‘THANK YOU’ from the tiny babies of Africa 

 



Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 

For a number of years we have been great supporters of this annual 

appeal. 

I would like to share some headlines from their autumn newsletter to 

give you a little indication of how these boxes are so well received. 

 

WINTER CLOTHING WARMS KOSOVO KIDS 

 

TOYS ARE A TREAT FOR CHILDREN IN BULGARIA 

 

GIRL WHO LOST HER MUM SHARES SHOEBOX WITH SISTER 

 

BOXES BRING JOY AT SPORTS CLUB FOR PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITY 

 

If you would like to help but may find filling a shoebox too much for 

you there is a box in the outer vestibule to put any items that are on 

the list. They will then be used to make up more boxes. 

Please bring boxes to Church by Sunday 2nd. November.  

You can change a life this Christmas, so let us support this appeal 

as we have done in the past. 

Fiona Ford 
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  1st Lochwinnoch Boys’ Brigade 

The new BB session is now underway on Tuesday nights in the Parish 

Church Halls and caters for Boys from Primary 1 through to Secondary 6.  

Anchor Boys is for Primaries 1, 2 and 3 meet from 6pm till 7pm. Junior 

Section is from 7pm till 8.15pm for Primaries 4, 5 and 6 and Company 

Section meets at 7.45pm till 9.30pm for Primary 7 through to Secondary 6. 

Numbers are strong in all sections. 

We were successful in securing a grant from ‘CashBack for Communities’ 

which is a Scottish Government initiative that uses funds recovered from 

criminal activities to support positive activities for young people. The grant 

will allow us to utilise the services of the professional staff at Clyde 

Muirshiel to deliver activity sessions which we do not have the expertise 

to provide ourselves. The first of these sessions has already taken place 

with a full day of water sports activities - canoeing, kayaking and raft 

building – on the loch with 11 boys taking part.  

A weekend camp is taking place at the Muirshiel Centre at the holiday 

weekend at the end of September and this will incorporate archery and 

orienteering in addition to our normal weekend camp activities. 
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We could do with more help in all areas but particularly with the Junior 

Section and Anchor Boys. If you have a particular skill or hobby that you 

think may be of interest to the Boys and would be prepared to spend a 

few Tuesday nights with us then we would be happy to hear from you. 

 

Many of the Boys in our Company come from families with little or no 

connection with either Calder Church or the Parish Church and this means 

that the work of the Boys’ Brigade is a vital part of the mission work of the 

churches in Lochwinnoch. The object of the BB starts with ‘The 

advancement of Christ’s kingdom amongst Boys’ and ends with ‘a true 

Christian Manliness’. Over the years many young men have attained true 

Christian manliness as a result of their years in the BB.  

Please remember The Boys’ Brigade and in particular all the leaders, 

existing and new, in your prayers, so that in the coming years in the Boys’ 

Brigade we can truly say that we are advancing Christ’s Kingdom amongst 

Boys in the village of Lochwinnoch. 
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The Prodigal Son  
 

 
In August a bus filled with the cast, choir, musicians, support and 

audience set off to perform ‘The Prodigal Son’ in Leith Ebenezer 

Church as part of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.   The storage space 

of the coach was filled with instruments and props and all were 

caught up in an atmosphere of excitement and anxiety. 

 

The afternoon was spent in intense preparation as key parts were 

filled with raw understudies.   There was also great uncertainty as 

to the potential size of the audience and the Council had yet to 

approve the state of the church’s electrics.   It took several hours 

to balance the sound, adapt the play to the venue and 

meticulously work our way through the script. 

 

On the night an audience of 60 or so enjoyed an excellent 

performance.   Reports, letters and comments have subsequently 

indicated how greatly appreciated the writing, music, acting, 

singing and message were appreciated.   It was fun to be part of it 

all and amazing what this diverse group of people were able to 

achieve. 

 

Thanks to everyone who took part, wrote the script, music and 

songs, directed, administered, cooked and gave of their time and 

energy and to those who came along to support. 

 

It was a special day. 

 

P.S. Arts week is less than 6 months away!!! 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 

                                           

Last Monday of Every Month 

(Sept – Mar) 

7.30pm 

Calder Church Hall 

o How can I read and understand the Bible (Bruce 

McDowall) 

o Deirdre Lyon 

o Creation v Evolution (Does Science disprove God) 

o Messiah 

o David: Saint or Sinner 

o End of Life debate 

 

An opportunity to share a meal and discuss issues of faith 

Please come along 

All welcome 
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Congregational Register 

 

 

Baptisms 

Mhairi Morrison Muirhead Street 

New Members 

David Morrison  Muirhead Street 

Mhairi Morrison Muirhead Street 

Jillian Skinner  Glasgow 

 

Funerals 

 

Mary Craig  Ewing Road 

Joseph Cuthbertson Shields Holdings 

Margaret Harkins Elderslie Care Home 

Wiiliam Forbes  Greenock 

Mary Sprought  Johnstone drive 

Nigel Crawford  Spiers Road 

William Johnstone Braemount Care Home 

Raymond Moore Paisley 

James Barnshaw Glasgow 
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Provisional Diary 

 

5th Oct Sunday Communion 

7th Oct Tues Women’s Association - CHAS 

13th Oct Mon Committee of Management 

25th Oct Sat Men’s Breakfast 

27th Oct Mon Food for Thought 

1st  Nov Sat Women’s Association – Women’s Presbyterial 

4th Nov Tues Women’s Association – Africa Inland Mission 

9th Nov Sun  10.45   Remembrance Service @ War Memorial 

10th Nov Mon Committee of Management 

17th Nov Mon Kirk Session 

22nd Nov Sat Christmas Fayre 

24th Nov Mon Food for Thought 

29th Nov Sat Men’s Breakfast 

7th Dec Sun Salvation Army 

21st Dec Sun Sunday School Nativity 

24th Dec Wed Watchnight Service 

25th Dec Thurs  Christmas Morning Worship 

31th Dec Wed Walk of Faith 

12th Jan Mon Committee of Management 

19th Jan Mon Kirk Session 

26th Jan Mon Food for Thought 

1st Feb Sun Communion 

3rd Feb Tues Women’s Association – Rev A Ford 

  AGM 

 

Further details on weekly intimations sheet 
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Mission Statement: 
 
 
 
 

Calder Church seeks to worship God in our 
community and to reach out through fellowship, 
service and prayer, that all may come to faith in 

Jesus Christ. 
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