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Minister’s Letter 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well and that you enjoyed some 

pleasant times over the sunny months of summer. Personally, 

it was lovely to enjoy a family wedding, our annual Summer 

Club and some golf in warm sunshine and dry days. Now the 

new session is upon us and as a congregation we will 

continue in our worship and service of God. 

 

I was interested a few weeks ago to hear a church leader 

quoted as having said that the church must modernise its 

Sunday Schools for the Facebook and tweet generation. I 

also heard of a youth organisation which was considering 

introducing a retirement age for officers. I can understand the 

desire for vibrant and enthusiastic young teachers and 

leaders. I agree that a diet of colouring-in every week is not 

the best way to communicate the wonders of the Christian 

faith. However I have known wonderful teachers who 

continued to excite the young in their care when they 

themselves were in their senior years.  I have also known 

young leaders who exhibited spiritual maturity in their youth. 

There is a danger that with increasingly aging congregations 

we may begin to feel that we are unable to speak 

meaningfully to the young. 
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Our Summer Club in Lochwinnoch attracted around 35 

children from five to eleven years of age every day. We ran 

the club with a team of about 10 adults aged from late 30’s to 

beyond retirement age. We were also assisted by a dozen 

teenagers from our ABC’s group. We shared stories of faith 

through drama, storytelling, crafts, games and teaching and 

everyone had a lovely time. Primary one children played 

games with Primary sevens, “Higher” pupils and an almost 60 

year old with a dodgy knee. An older lady listened intently as 

a little boy explained the story of Zaccheus, as he made a 

prayer tree. Age did not matter, nor did it on the Sunday when 

the churches gathered for the Summer Club Service. One of 

our “younger leaders” commented: “it is lovely to be part of a 

family of all ages, worshipping and learning together, this 

does not happen in anything else I do.” 

 

A few weeks ago, I played golf for the third time this year. I 

played a course I had played only once before. It was windy 

which did not help and by the 8th I had lost four balls and put 

another into a burn. I played the next few holes with greater 

caution and little success until a lone golfer who was following 

me asked if we could play together. I had been watching him, 

off and on, as he had played the previous few holes. He was 

usually around 50 yards from the green as he played and 

almost every chip resulted in his ball stopping very close to 

the hole. 
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I agreed to play with him but put my apology in straight away 

and hoped that I would not ruin his round. As we played 

together he began to give me advice on where best to hit my 

ball. He pointed out the dangers, the direction of the wind and 

unseen pitfalls. He was a member and knew the course well. 

With his guidance and local knowledge I improved 

considerably and ended with a par and a smile. 

 

When we look around our congregation what do we see? A 

few young people and too many old folk or a wealth of Bible 

knowledge and faithful experience ready and willing to help. 

When Paul wrote his second letter to young Timothy he 

reminded him of those who had helped him in the faith: “I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 

grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am 

persuaded, now lives in you also.” 2 Tim 1: 5 here, were three 

generations of faith serving the Lord and teaching the 

wonderful wisdom of God.  

 

As we work and witness together in the year ahead, may we 

share our knowledge and experience in the faith as a family 

of God’s people, whatever our age. 

 

Yours in the Lord 

 

Archie Ford 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

                                 

   

Last Monday of Every Month 

(Sept – Mar) 

 

7.30pm 

 

 

Topics this session include: 

 Prayer / the Lord’s Prayer 

 Sacraments 

 Overview of the Bible 

 Tithing 

 Psalm 121 

 Daniel 
 

An opportunity to share a meal and discuss issues of faith 

 

Please come along 

 

All welcome 
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Kirk Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some time ago members of the congregation were asked to 
nominate those whom they felt would be suited to the role of 
Elder and it was with great pleasure that the ordination and 
induction of Alec and Lynne Harley and Gordon Mackenzie 
took place on Sunday 15th September.    The Service that 
day was very thought provoking and challenging and we ask 
God’s blessing on Alec, Lynne, Gordon and all members of 
the Session as they seek to fulfil the call to God’s service 
 
The Kirk Sessions of Calder Church and Lochwinnoch Parish 
Church have a responsibility towards the various youth 
organisations and each organisation is visited by a 
representative of each Kirk Session during the year.   The 
Elders report to the Session on their visits.      We are very 
fortunate to have such committed and dedicated leaders of 
the Creche, Sunday School, ABC’s, Girls’ Brigade and Boys’ 
Brigade.   Without these people giving of their time and 
talents the young people would not have such exemplary role 
models to look up to for their spiritual guidance.   Thank you 
to all who care for and lead our young people. 
 

Janie  Andrew   
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MEN’S BREAKFAST – CURRY & QUIZ NIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 4th October 2013 

Friday 17th January 2014 

Friday 21st March 2014 (ro be confirmed) 

 

McKillop Hall 7:30pm 

 

 

Come and enjoy 

 

 a night of fun and food 

 

 A curry or fish supper for those who don’t like 

curry 

 

 A general knowledge quiz 

 

 A speaker who will share something of their life 

and faith 
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Committee of Management 
 
The Committee of Management is responsible for the fabric of the 

Church - in other words the maintenance of all the buildings which 

includes the Manse and the grounds surrounding the Church. 

 

During this year a lot of work has been carried out, including:  

 

 a new heating system was installed for the Church Hall,  

 the Portacabin was repaired and painted, 

 the Church door and gates painted,  

 gutters cleaned and new ones fitted at the rear of the 

Manse 

 

These works were carried out by a Contractor.    

 

There were also a number of smaller jobs undertaken by members 

of the committee: Mr W Arthur, Mr H McKinlay and Mr J Waddell. 

We also thank Mr J Mair for keeping the grounds in good order.   

Their time and work is much appreciated.   These people give of 

their time and services willingly, but some work requires to be 

contracted out and for this we have the Fabric Fund. 

 

To keep this fund going we have the Fund Raising Committee who 

work really hard to organise all the Fayres.   These events don't 

just happen and a great deal of work has to be done before these 

events take place.   We convey our sincere thanks for all you have 

done in the past and ask God's blessing on you all for all you hope 

to do in the future. 

 

Thank You 

 

Elizabeth Martin                  
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Celebrations 
 

 
 

Celebrations Sunday – 30th June 2013 

 

Those celebrating included 40th, 60th, 65th, 70th and 75th 

Birthdays 

 

30th and 40th Wedding Anniversaries 

 

and  25th anniversary of Archie’s Ministry in Lochwinnoch 
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Fundraising Committee 
 

Christmas Fayre 2013 
  
First of all a big "thank you" to all those who helped, donated 

or simply came to our Mini-Fete at the Church on 31st 

August.  The church funds are now better off by nearly £800 

because of our efforts - well done! 

  

It does seem that summer is hardly over and we are already 

in the early stages of planning our Christmas Fayre to take 

place in the McKillop Hall on Saturday 23rd November 2013 

from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 

  

As our number of "helpers" is decreasing slightly, we would 

appreciate offers of help, either to set up on the day, assist on 

one of our stalls or to clear up at the end.  We again appeal to 

your generous natures and hope you can begin thinking 

about what you might donate to help make this year's event 

successful. 

  

You will be notified of particular details of stalls etc. in later 

editions of our weekly Intimation Sheets.  

  

Meanwhile, if any of you have any "new" ideas for this year's 

Christmas Fayre, please don't be shy, we would love to hear 

from you. 

  
Thank you 

Linda Lewis             
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Prayer Tree 

 

 

 
 

 

Please make use of the Prayer Tree in the Church which 

provides an opportunity for the Church as a Community to 

pray for those in need, 

 

On Wednesday evenings from 6.30 – 7.30 pm the Church is 

open for a quiet time of reflection, prayer and meditation.     

 

From 7.15pm those present  will be invited to share a  time of 

prayer at the Tree and pray for those in need 
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Sunday School 
 

 

 

Sunday School has started! Please encourage all children 
from pre-school nursery upwards to come along on a Sunday 
morning for fun, games and fantastic stories and activities 
from the Bible.  

 

A date for your diary is our Harvest Lunch after church on 
Sunday 27th October in  Calder Church hall.  Please come 
along for a bowl of soup and a roll, home baking and some 
great chat!  This is all to help us raise funds to support our 
sponsored child, Babou Faye in Senegal. 

Many thanks,                                    

 Lynne Harley 
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Pastoral Care 

 

There are a number of our members who 

would benefit from a visit on a regular basis.   

If you can spare an hour or so, please speak 

with Archie or any member of the Kirk 

Session.   If you know of anyone who would 

benefit from a visit, please let us know. 
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The Baker’s Window 

 
Years and years ago, back in the bad times, there was a baker’s 

shop on the other side of the square there.   What’s that, dear?  

No, it was to the left of the church.   ‘I’m not deaf, you know, just a 

bit arthritic in the ears.’ 

 

What was I talking about?   Oh yes, the baker.    He was a crusty 

old man, but he baked the best bread I’ve ever tasted.   We 

children, we hung around the shop until after he’d throw bits of hot 

bread at us to chase up off, and we’d catch them and eat them.   

Delicious.   Youngsters now, they aren’t interested in bread, just 

sweets.   But of course we were always hungry, and the smells 

from the oven made us even hungrier.   We didn’t think about it 

then, but I believe he baked the little hard bits of bread especially to 

throw at us, knowing that we didn’t get a lot to eat.   The army allow 

just one small loaf a day for each family, there was never enough. 

 

At harvest time, the baker’s window was full of corn sheaves and 

little carts and always somewhere a mouse, all baked out of golden 

bread.   But we looked forward most of all to seeing his window at 

Christmas.   He had Mary and Joseph and the Baby all baked out 

of bread under a bread stable roof, with bread sheep and donkeys 

and shepherds, all perfectly detailed, standing  round the front of it.    

 

There was usually a chestnut seller with his fire outside the baker’s 

shop, and the smell of new bread and chestnuts is how I’ve always 

thought of the week before Christmas. 
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PROVISIONAL CALENDAR – October 13 – Feb 14 

 

  Date Time Day Information 

30
th

 Sept 7.30pm Monday Food for Thought 

1st October 2.00pm Tuesday Women’s Association 

4
th

 October 7.30 pm Friday Curry and quiz night 

6
th

 October 11.00 am Sunday Communion 

14
th

 October 7.30 pm Monday Committee of Management 

26
th

 October 8.30 am Saturday Men’s Breakfast 

27
th

 October 11.00 am Sunday Harvest Thanksgiving - Calder 

28
th

 October 7.30 pm Monday Food for Thought 

5
th

 November 2.00 pm Tuesday Women’s Association 

10
th

 November 10.45 am Sunday 

Remembrance at the war Memorial 

followed by worship in the Parish 

Church 

11
th

 November 7.30 pm Monday  Committee of Management 

18
th

 November 7.30 pm Monday Kirk Session 

23
rd

 November 10 – 12 Saturday Christmas Fayre 

25
th

 November 7.30 pm Monday Food for Thought 

30
th

 November 8.30 am Saturday  Men’s Breakfast 

1
st
 December 7.00 pm Sunday Salvation Army Carol Service 

9
th

 December 7.30 pm  Monday Committee of Management 

15
th

 December 11.00 am Sunday Gift Service 

22
nd

 December 11.00 am Sunday 
Sunday School Nativity – Calder 

Church 

24
th

 December 
11.15 for 

11.30 pm 
Tuesday Watchnight Service 

25
th

 December 11.00 am Wednesday Christmas Morning Worship 



28
th

 December 8.30 am Saturday Men’s Breakfast 

31
st
 December 7.00 pm Tuesday Walk of Faith 

5
th

 January 14 11.00 am Sunday Communion – Calder Church 

13
th

 January 7.30 pm Monday Committee of Management 

17
th

 January 7.30 pm Friday Curry and Quiz night 

20
th

 January  7.30 pm Monday Kirk Session 

26
th

 January 8.30 am Saturday Men’s Breakfast 

2
nd

 February 11.00 am Sunday Communion 

 
 
 

Further information and other events will be notified on 

the weekly Order of Service / Intimation sheets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One year, though, just after the baker had his window ready for 

Christmas, the soldiers came to the shop.   I remember it as if it 

were last week.   We were outside with our noses to the window.   

We scattered of course when the soldiers arrived but they pushed 

my little sister out of the way – that’s you Great-aunt Anna – and 

just ignored her when she sat howling in the  

snow.   Then they took the baker away, and the next morning his 

window as broken and empty.         

 

Well, we never thought we’d see him again, but he came back in 

the spring, repaired his shop and started baking bread again.   He 

looked about twenty years older, and we never went close enough 

for him to throw bread at us anymore.   When it came round to 

December we watched to see whether he would bake anything for 

Christmas.   Not just us children, the grown-ups were watching too.    

There was often an informer standing across the street.   How did 

we know he was an informer?   Well, we always did know, of 

course, they were just like ordinary people but you could tell, they 

looked at you differently. 

 

One morning there was a great crowd around the baker’s window.   

We squeezed between the grown-ups and we saw to our 

astonishment that there was a row of big flat loaves baked in the 

profiles of the President and the four Generals.   They stood upright 

in the window and the winter sun cast dark shadows behind them.   

The grown-ups pulled us aside to let the informer through to see.   

He went off up the street with, I thought, a slightly disappointed 

look. 

 

Later that day I went to the baker’s shop with my Gran to buy our 

ration of bread.   You won’t remember Gran, she was a small, very 

straight old lady.   She said to the baker, “Your window decorations 

are very nice this year.   You bake well in two dimensions.   An 

excellent likeness”   The baker smiled quietly and gave us our loaf. 



The Woodcock Family would like to 
thank all those who kindly donated 

towards the ‘Peking to Paris’ Car Rally.   
 

 

 

Daniel and Antony took part in this epic 

adventure in memory of their late father, 

Louis, who’s dream had been to 

participate in this event. 
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ABC’s 
 

 

During the summer we helped at the Summer Club, Going 
Bananas. We had a great week helping with the children and 
special thanks to the boys who took it in turn to dress as a 
banana for the week.  
 
 We also enjoyed our meetings in the evenings which 
included a treasure hunt and a trip to the bowling.  
 
We started our new session on Sunday 25th August.  
 
Some of us attended the event 'God's Mission, God's People' 
at Dunblane on 31st August. We really enjoyed the youth 
programme and thanks to Laura & Gordon for organising this.  
 
We continue to meet on Sunday evenings and are planning a 
trip to Iona at the beginning of November. We look forward to 
sharing this with you on our return.  
 
 

 

Monica  Murray 
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Women's Association 
 
We have had a lovely summer and  now autumn approaches 

and winter is not far behind, so a new session of events  are 

ready to take place. 

 

The Sunshine Bags will have been collected - if you still have 

one please let me know so that we can collect it or bring it to 

Church.    Some of the proceeds from lasts years'. Sunshine 

Bags were distributed as follows: 

 

 £100  to Christians Against Poverty (CAP) which was 

our winter project - the total from all WA meetings was 

£2250.    

 £250 to The Special Gift at Ladies Day General 

Assembly was for Scripture Union camps - the final 

donation from all churches being £4860.  

 Tear Fund - £50 

 Prayer Union - £50 

 Girls Brigade 60th anniversary - £60 

 

Our first meeting on 1st October will have a speaker from 

Christians Against Poverty.    Anyone concerned about 

poverty is welcome to attend as they will be explaining how 

they help people finding themselves in this position.   The 

meeting will be at 2pm. 
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All our meetings will be at 2pm except the Salvation Army Carol 

Service which is on Sunday 1st December at 7 pm.   A syllabus 

and study guides are available. 

 

The theme for this year is 'Fit for Purpose' - Ephesians. 2:10 

"for we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do" 

 

Please come along and join us - tea and coffee is served and 

usually some cake.   There is also time for a chat or to ask 

the speaker questions on their subject. 

 

Elizabeth Martin.    

 

 

 

The Church is open every Wednesday evening 
from 6.30 – 7.30pm for prayer and meditation 
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JOHNSTONE HIGH SCHOOL WORLD 

CHALLENGE NEPAL 2013 

 

Thank you for your valued contribution to my world challenge 
expedition to Nepal.  

After two long years of fundraising, we finally set off on June 24th 
this year. 

We started off our journey in the Capital of Nepal, Kathmandu, a 

chaotic and colourful city. There, over two days, we soaked up the 

atmosphere, sampled the local delicacy ‘dal bat’ (lentil soup and 

rice traditionally served with curry) and visited many Hindu and 

Buddhist temples. There were lots of street sellers and market 

stalls everywhere and the Nepali people were very welcoming and 

friendly. 

 

Travelling around Nepal in various buses and taxis was certainly an 

adventure. There seemed to be no rules of the road whatsoever, 

lorry drivers were constantly tooting their horns and overtaking on 

narrow roads which often had steep cliff edges. Bumpy roads were 

always entertaining, causing much hilarity and everyone to be 

thrown into the air 

 

From Kathmandu we set off on our six day long trek to Poon Hill 

which was definitely challenging. Early mornings and steep 

inclines, not to mention the leeches crawling into my boots and up 

my arms are something I will never forget! Regardless of this the 

scenery was incredible with indescribably stunning mountain 

ranges surrounded by vibrant green vegetation.  

 

 

22 



 

Visiting the Nagajuna School in Pokhara has got be to my favourite 

part of the trip. Just to see how delighted the children were to have 

us there was so special. During our time we painted five 

classrooms and educated the children about Scotland, even 

managing to teach them the ‘Gay Gordons’. Speaking to the 

children gave me a small insight into what life is like for them in 

Nepal and the struggles they have had to face in their short lives. It 

was humbling to see how much enjoyment the children got from 

playing with a skipping rope or a ball, items we take so much for 

granted at home. On the last night we all had dinner outside 

together while watching traditional Nepalese dancing by some of 

the children and performing some Scottish dances in return. After 

dinner we had a huge party in the rain, it was a fantastic way to end 

such a brilliant experience. 

Another highlight of the trip has got to be washing the local Indian 

elephants and going white water rafting during our rest period in 

Chitwan.  

The whole expedition has definitely changed me for the better, 

giving me a greater prospective on life and has shown me just how 

truly blessed I am. Venturing to Nepal has opened my eyes to other 

cultures and people of the world and as result I would love to travel 

more in the future.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported me and made this trip 
possible. 

 

Katie  Harley 

 

23 

 



 

1
st

 Lochwinnoch Boys’ Brigade 

 

The new BB session is now underway on Tuesday nights in 

the Parish Church Halls and caters for Boys from Primary 1 

through to Secondary 6.  Anchor Boys is for Primaries 1, 2 

and 3 meet from 6pm till 7pm. Junior Section is from 7pm till 

8.15pm for Primaries 4, 5 and 6 and Company Section meets 

at 7.45pm till 9.30pm for Primary 7 through to Secondary 6.  

The Company & Junior Sections are going to the Dry Ski 

Slope at Bellahouston Park on 1st October and following the 

success of the recent Company Section weekend camps we 

have another camp arranged for the 1
st
 weekend in October, 

so let’s hope for dry weather. 

A Coffee Morning is planned in the Parish Church Hall at 

10am on Saturday 26th October. Please come along and 

support us or if you are able to help please let us know. 

We could do with more help in all areas but particularly with 

the Junior Section. If you have a particular skill or hobby that 

you think may be of interest to the Boys and would be 

prepared to spend a few Tuesday nights with us then we 

would be happy to hear from you. 
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Many of the Boys in our Company come from families with 

little or no connection with either Calder Church or the Parish 

Church and this means that the work of the Boys’ Brigade is a 

vital part of the mission work of the churches in Lochwinnoch.     

The object of the BB starts with ‘The advancement of Christ’s 

kingdom amongst Boys’ and ends with ‘a true Christian 

Manliness’. Over the years many young men have attained 

true Christian manliness as a result of their years in the BB.  

Please remember The Boys’ Brigade and in particular all the 

leaders, existing and new, in your prayers, so that in the 

coming years in the Boys’ Brigade we can truly say that we 

are advancing Christ’s Kingdom amongst Boys in the village 

of Lochwinnoch. 

 

Mark Brown 
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Girls’ Brigade 

 

Our new session commenced at the beginning of September 

and our numbers are encouraging with quite a number of new 

Explorers. 

It is an exciting time for us as we celebrate 60 years of 

continuous service.  Our organisation started in Glasgow in 

1900 and we were one of twelve companies registered in 

1901.   The company stopped and restarted a few times and 

in the early 1930’s we know that they camped at Inellan.  The 

company ceased in 1949 and started again in 1953. 

We are holding an evening with former Officers and girls on 

Saturday 28th September and a Thanksgiving Service in the 

Parish Church (joint service with Calder Church) on Sunday 

29th September. 

The girls have not been forgotten as they are having a 

Birthday Party on 2nd October. 

A busy start to the session for us. 

 

Margaret McKinlay. 
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 
 
 

Baptism 

Holly  Erin Diver 

Weddings 

Jennifer Stevenson and Andrew Wright 

Fiona Miller and Ian O’Neill 

Jillian Ford and David Skinner 

Anne Marie Coltman and Brian Hannan 

 

Service of Blessing 

 

Christopher and Jesse Seymour 

 

Funerals 

 

William Thomson  McConnell Road 

Elaine Hunt   Calder Street 

Isobel Paul   Erskine Care Home 

Peter Adams   Crookhill Gardens 

William Wylie   Crookhill Gardens 

Jemima Kilburn  Johnstone Drive 

Francis Hailey  Johnstone 

James Hodgson  Johnshill 

Robert Sommerville  Glenpark Rd  
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Mission Statement: 

 
 
 
 

Calder Church seeks to worship God in our community and to reach out through 
fellowship, service and prayer, that all may come to faith in Jesus Christ 
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